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Crown Prince condoles Greece 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 

Regent * 0,1 ***** sent a caWe to 
Gtedc President Constantinos Stephanopolos condol- 
ing him ova- the death of fonner Greek President 
Constantin Caramanlis. Caramanlis died in the earlv 
hoars of Thursday of heart failure in an Athens hospi- 
tal at the age of 9 L v 
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Mubarak holds talks with Assad 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez AI Assad 
received Egyptian Resident Hosra Mubarak in foenortb- 
westem port city of Lattakia Friday. Syrian officials said. M l 
Mubarak's surprise ■visit to Syria was arranged to discuss 
recent developments in the Middle East, Egyptian television 
reported The two beads of stale held a brief private meeting 
before being joined by their delegations, Mr. Assad's 
spokesnan Gebran Kouneh said. The Egyptian delegation 
included Prime Minister Kama! Al Ganzuri, Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa aod Me Mubarak's political adviser Osama Al 
Baz. The Syrian delegation included Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, Prime Minister Mahmud Al Zoubi and For- 
eign Minister Farouk. AlShana. 
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peace process, sanctions toll on Iraq 


By F&inouz Abn-Ghazaieh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

BADEN-BADEN — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Friday met with German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and discussed with him the 
European role in the stalled 
Mideast peace process, the 
suffering of the sanctions- 
stricken Iraqi people and 
bilateral relations between 
the two countries. 

The King stressed Jor- 
dan’s commitment to 
achieving a just and com' 
prebensive peace in the 
region and helping the 
‘‘Palestinian brothers in 
securing their legitimate 
rights and establishing their 
own state oo their national 
soil/' 

King Hussein emphasised 
Jordan’s principled stand 
towards a just, comprehen- 
sive and durable peace in 
die region. 

The King also called for a 
review of the sanctions 
imposed on the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

It is time for seriously 
taking into consideration 
the sanctions being imposed 
on the Iraqi people for the 
past ten years.'’ said die 
King. 

Also .during yesterday’s 
uieecing_with Chancellor - 
Kohl, the King expressed 
gratitude for Gennany’s 
continual assistance to the 
Kingdom’s various sectors. 

Chancellor Kohl voiced 
his appreciation to King 
Hussein's continued efforts 
for a better understanding 
among nations on the basis 


of justice, equality, and 
international legitimacy, 
stressing that Germany will 
continue its support for Jor- 
dan to enable it achieve its 
objectives and aspirations. 

He also underlined his 
country's commitment 
towards full implementa- 
tion of all provisions of the 
Jordanian-European part- 
nership agreement. 

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Royal 
Court Chief Fayez 
Tarawneh, as well as senior 
officials on both sides. 

Jordan represents one of 
the highest per capita recip- 
ients of German aid, which 
totalled around two billion 
marks since 1962. 

German aid to Jordan for 
the 1998 fiscal year is 64 
million marks. In addition. 
Germany contributes 30 per 
cent of the European 
Union’s budget, which has a 
separate aid programme for 
Jordan and other countries. 

In a separate meeting, 
attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and HRH 
Princess Haya, German 
President Roman Herzog 
expressed support for Jor- 
danian efforts aimed at 
establishing a lasting peace 
in the Middle East. 

Presidenr Herzog lauded 
the role of King Hiissrin in 
developing Jordan In spite 
of the scarcity of its 
resources and capabilities. 

King Hussein also 
received at his residence in 
Bonn German Foreign Min- 
ister Klaus Kinkel and dis- 
cussed with him means of 



His Majesty King Hussein and German President Roman Herzog walk along the honour 
guard in Bonn, Friday. King Hnssein received the German Media Award for his dedica- 
tion to achieving peace in Baden Baden last night (Reuters photo) 


bolstering bilateral ties in 
all fields. 

He also discussed with 
Mr. Kinkel the peace 
process in the Middle East 
and means of pushing it for- 
ward. 

Later on in the evening. 
His Majesty received the 
1997 German Media Award 
for his dedication and com- 
mitment to peace. 


The ceremony was attend- 
ed by President Herzog. 

More than 400 leaders, 
politicians and international 
media representatives 
attended the high-profile 
event, including Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat- 
The King is accompanied 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Chief of the 
Royal Court Fayez 


Deputy 

Jawad 


Tarawneh and 
Prime Minister 
Anani. 

The King and the Queen 
are scheduled to pay a state 
visit to Denmark from April 
27-29 and then Tunis after- 
wards. 

Upon the King's departure 
Thursday for Germany, 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
was sworn in as Resent. 


Security Council members to informally meet Iraqis 

Iraq accuses UNSCOM of prolonging 

sanctions, enforcing American agenda 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THEU.N. Security Council on 
Friday agreed do hold an infor- 
mal meeting with two Iraqi 
ministers that could produce a 
first U.S.-Iraq encounter, West- 
ern diplomats said. 

The 13 Council members 
agreed that Russia would host 
the meeting on Monday with 
top Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Said Al Sahhaf and Oil 

Minister Mohammad Amer Al 
Rashid. Western diplomats 
said. 

A U.S. diplomat said it was 
not yet known whether Ui>. 
Ambassador Bill Richardson 
would attend the informal ses- 
sion. Iraq complains that Wash- 
ington has rebuffed Iraqi 
Weals for direct contacts 
between U.S. and top offi- 
cials. 

Monday’s mating is due to 
follow the council’s six-month- 
ly review' of U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq in face since the 

1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 

Iraq on Thursday accused the 
UJM. special C ommis sion 
(UNSCOM) of attempting to 
prolong sanctions by adopting 
an 'Imjust approach” in rqxxt- 

ing ou Iraqi disarmament. 

in a rebuttal of 

UNSCOM chief Ridiaid But- 
ler’s April 17 report, Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz reiterated that Iraq no 
longer held any weapons of 
ness destruction, and called on 
thellN. Security Council to lift 
seven-year old sanctions imme- 
diately. 

Mr a 777 a )sn urged 
UNSCOM to present to the 
Security Council all available 
evidence about nuistnnding 


top weaponry, so that to) 
may “clarify its position on it 
and to settle the issue once and 
foralL” 

The Special Commission 
argues that it is up to Iraq, 
which has a histesy of conceal- 
ing weaponry from the inspec- 
tors since 1991, to come dean 
on its remaining weapons of 


Showdown looms over closing 
file on Iraq ’s nuclear programme 


mass destruction. 

Repeating charges that 
UNSCOM was “an organisa- 
tion controlled by the United 
States which utilises it for its 
political purposes against Iraq," 
Mr Aziz said: ‘This report con- 
stitutes a flagrant evidence of 
this situation.” 

‘This situation is not accept- 
able,” be said in his letter to 
U.N. Security Council presi- 
dent Pfisashi Owada, accusing 
Mr Butler of harbouemg Ten- 
dentious political objectives." 

His report “aims at achieving 
tbe American objectives of 
keeping the unjust embargo on 

Iraq indefinitely and keep the 
oil region in the Gulf occupied 

or sean-ocoqned.’’ 

In Washington* 'White House 
spokesman Mike McCuny said 
the Clinton administration has 
“seen insufficient grounds” to 
lift the sanctions and said Iraq 
must comply “wiih a whole 
host” of requirements before 
the embargo is removed. 

But Me Richardson predicted 
Iraq and its supporters would 

mount an effort to lift the sane- 

lions when the Security Coun- 
cil bolds its six-month review 
of Iraqi sanctions Monday. 

“We will oppose it on the 
grounds that they’re not folly 
complying vrifo Security Coun- 
cil resolutions,” Me Richard- 
son told a House committee. 

■And .secondly, there will !x 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Russia is urg- 
ing the Security Council to halt inspections 
of suspected Iraqi clandestine nuclear facil- 
ities, alter U.N. inspectors reported no evi- 
dence Baghdad is developing nuclear 
weapons, diplomats said Friday. 

The diplomats, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the Russians circulated a 
draft resolution informally to council mem- 
bers late Thursday. The council will review 
the status the seven-year-old sanctions on 
Baghdad on Monday. 

If approved, such a move would not mean 


the end of international surveillance of 
Iraq’s nuclear research programmes. But it 
would mean that “investigations of the 
clandestine nuclear programme are basical- 
ly over/’ one diplomat said. 

The U.N.-affiliated International Atomic 
Energy Agency, which performs nuclear 
inspections in Iraq, would instead shift to 
“passive monitoring” of known Iraqi 
research facilities. This month, the IAEA 
reported that it bad found no evidence Iraq 
is still maintaining a clandestine nuclear 
programme. 


efforts to weaken the disarma- 
ment provisions of the Security 
Council resolution, and we will 

also oppose those, too.” 

The Monday review will be 
die first since UX Secretary 
General Kofi Annan signed an 

agreement with the tops in 

February to allow inspectors to 
visit Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s eight presidential 

compounds. 

Such reviews are conducted 
behind dosed doors. 

Me Aziz said that if the Secu- 
rity Councfl, which meets to 
review foe sanctions oo Mon- 
day, foils to lift foe embargo, 
“the stales which prevent foal 

bear full BKponrihffity for their 
unjust position and its subse- 
quent consequences.” 

Mr. Aziz's letter came after 
foe Iraqi cabinet, at a meeting 
chaired by Mr. Hussein, issued 
similar criticism of Mr. Butler’s 
six-monthly report to foe coun- 
cil 

The Iraqi cabinet also warned 
that a decision to prolong sanc- 
lu«tN tad la “U new situ- 


ation~. and foe international 
community must assume its 
responsibility” 

Mr. Aziz said foot Mr. But- 
ler's report “represents a fla- 
grant model of lacking objec- 
tivity and fairness, denying and 

distorting foe facts.” 

The UNSCOM chief, an 
Australian national, said in his 
report that there had been ‘Vir- 
tually no progress” in disarm- 
ing Iraq in foe past six months. 

Mr. Aziz challenged Ml But- 
ler’s statements about foe Iraqi 
disarmament process, under 
which to} must provide com- 
plete information to the inspec- 
tors whose task is to verify. 

‘This approach is unjust Iraq 
has provided what is in its pos- 
session. It was and is still ready 
to clarify any suspicions of the 
Special CommissionT said Mr. 


conclusions were signed by all 


Referring to biological 
weapons. Ml Aziz questioned 
the results of a technical evalu- 
ation meeting last month in 
Vienna attended by internation- 
al experts, and who*: negative 


"Iraq is confident foal it has 

met all foe requirements rele- 
vant to dtoxnameot in this 
file.'* he said. "AH the biologi- 
cal weapons and components 
of these weapons have been 
destroyed.* 1 

Traq has submitted an actual 
and truthful presentation of the 
history of the biological file, 
and the Special Commission 
did not present arty tangible evi- 
dence to support hs criticism, 
which is of a political and pro- 
paganda nature,” he said 

Mr. Aziz also stressed that 
Iraq had fulfilled all disarma- 
ment requirements in the chem- 
ical area, an assertion which is 
also doubted by UNSCOM. 

He criticised Me Butler for 
foiling to provide evidence 
showing that Iraq is sufl con- 
cealing elements of hs biologi- 
cal, chemical ml ballistic mis- 
siles programmes, saying that 
such a refusal was ‘Imaccept- 
abloJ" 


Israel hints at flexibility 

ahead of Ross mission 


TEL AVIV (AFPj — Israel 
hinted Friday at some new 
flexibility* ahead of another 
peace mission by U.S. mediar 
tors, but there were few signs it 
would be enough to break the 
deadlock in negotiations with 
foe Palestinians. 

L\S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross and Assistant Secretary 
of State Martin Indyk are due 
in Israel Smuzday for a week 
of talks to promote a U.S. 
peace package focusing on 
long overdue Israeli troop 
withdrawals from foe West 
Bank. 

Their shuttle mission 
between Israeli and Palestin- 
ian Leaders is designed to pave 
foe way for separate talks in 
London on May 4 between 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
and US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

According to a series of 
leaks to the press, Mr, 
Netanyahu is prep arin g to 
increase the scope of his troop 
withdrawal after from nine per 
cent of the West Bank to II 
percent. 

The additional area would 
link up some of foe West Bank 
enclaves now under Palestin- 
ian control and isolate a num- 
ber of Jewish settlements, foe 
reports said. 

West Bank sailer leader 
Pinhas Wallerstem told AFP 
he had been shown army maps 
of the larger withdrawal 
which he said would be added 
to a two per cent pullback 
offered by Israel a year ago but 
rejected by the Palestinians at 
rhnr rime as insufficient 


The total new redeployment 
would thus cover 13 per cent 
of foe West Bank, he said, 
adding that settlers would hold 
a series of protest demonstra- 
tions beginning Sunday. 

Senior officials speaking on 
condition of anonymity 
acknowledged that Ml 
N etanyahu and his top minis- 
ters studied such maps on 
Wednesday, but they said no 
decisions were taken and more 
talks are scheduled for early 
next week 

The officials insisted how- 
ever that Mr. Netanyahu 
would continue to reject U.S. 
demands for a 1 3 per cent pull- 
back even if Washington pui 
this fo r ward as a “take it or 
leave if* offer 

There were also no signs Mr. 
Netanyahu was willing to 
back down on his insistence 
that the next troop withdrawal 
be foe last and that Palestinians 
agree to fold a further pullout 
scheduled for later tins year 
into negotiations on a final 
peace settlement. 

Palestinian leaders have cat- 
egorically rejected this. 

Israel has also anached con- 
ditions to any further land han- 
dover which the Palestinians 
have judged unacceptable — 
notably a demand that Ml 
A rafat hand over Palestinians 
wanted for attacks on Israelis. 

U.S. officials for their part 
warned that the negotiations 
were reaching the “end game” 
after more than a year of dead- 
lock. 

“We are going to continue 
working on this process so 
long as we think the leaders 
will make the hard decisions. 


If we conclude in London that 
they’re not then that may be 
the end of it,” L.S. State 
Department spokesman James 
Rubin said earlier this week 

Ml Ross has been trying for 
months to promote a four-part 
US. plan centred around the 
13 per cent troop withdrawal, 
greater Palestinian action 
against Islamis ts and a slow- 
down in Jewish settlement 
building, all leading to the 
launch of negotiations on a 
final IsraeU-Palesnnian peace 
deal 

Ml Arafat this week wel- 
comed the U.S. compromise 
proposal even though it falls 
far short of giving Palestinians 

the 30 per cent of the West 
Bank they believe Israel is 
required to yield now under 
interim peace accords. 

Palestinian officials warned 
tins week that if Israel does not 
implement the promised troop 
withdrawals and other steps 
required under interim peace 
agreements by May 1999 — 
foe deadline set out in the Oslo 
accords — they would unilat- 
erally proclaim the creation of 
a Palestinian state. 

Mr. Netanyahu warned in a 
television interview Thursday 
night that such a proclamation 
would lead Israel to take “uni- ' 
lateral measures" in areas 
under its control — an appar- 
ent threat to annex occupied 
territory. 

A senior aide to Ml Arafat, 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim, coun- 
tered with a warning of his 
own. 

‘Tf they enter our lands, they 
will not leave alive,” he said. 


Amnesty chief on Israel: 

Torture is wrong even in 
name of security, peace 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The sec- 
retary' general of Amnesty 
International said Thursday 
that he welcomed the recent 
release of several Palestinians 
held by Israel without trial, 
but that there was still much 
room for Israel to improve its 
human rights reconi 

Pierre Sane, in Israel for a 
three-day Amnesty coordina- 
tion meeting, said that it was 
time Israeli pm an end to 
sanctioned torture againsr 
Palestinian prisoners. 

“Shaking prisoners — that 
is torture. Forcing them to sat 
on kindergarten chairs — that 
is torture. And torture is 
wrong, whatever the circum- 


stances, even in the name of 
security or in foe name of 
peace,” said Mr. Sane. 

The Israeli supreme court 
has upheld the right of Israels 
security forces to use “moder- 
ate physical pressure,” when 
interrogating suspected mem- 
bos of anti-Israeli groups. 

In the past Amnesty bas 
also voiced concern both 
Israel’s use of ^administrative 
detention,” which allows 
prisoners to be held indefi- 
nitely without trial. 

Israel has denied it system- 
atically abuses prisoners to 
extract information and 
claims that administrative 
detention, a practice left over 


the times of British mandate, 
is a necessary means of fighr- 
ingierror- 

ln recent months, Israel 
released 10 of the 12 longest- 
held administrative detainees. 
Israeli and Palestinian peace 
activists suggested that foe 
releases were due to public 
campaigns against the policy. 

“We have to see how the 
release of these ten prisoners 
will be followed, in terms of 
the legislation itself on 
administrative detention. We 
have yet to see if this is a 
complete change, and we 
have yet to see an end to tor- 
ture, but it is positive,” said 
Mr. Sane. 


Government appoints Arab firm to 
manage sale of its equity in JCFC 


By Ihreq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The government 

on Thursday signed an agree- 

ment with an Egyptian firm to 

manage foe sale of 33 per cent 
of government equity in the 
Jordan Cement Factories 

Company (JCFC). 

Minister of finance 
Suleiman Hafez said that the 
agreement with Egypt Financ- 
ing Group-Hermes (EFG) 
enables the Cairo-based firm 
to work as a financial advisor 
on the process of selling most 
of foe government’s shares in 
the JCFC, which amounts to 
49 JS per cent of the company's 
capital 

Ml Hafez told the Jordan 
Tunes that he expects that the 
sale of 33 per cent of equity to 
be accom^ished between 
eight nKxnhs to one year. 

"The process might include 
the sale of the equity to a 
strategic partner, the issuance 
of Glifoal &rpt*i[ory Receipt 


(GDR) or public offering in 
the international market All 

options are open,” Me Hafez 
said. 

The minister stressed that 
foe Egyptian firm will prepare 

a report on JCFCTs standing to 
help foreign firms who are 
interested get acquainted with 

foe company. 

"It will prepare a compre- 
hensive report on the JCFC 
which will include foe 
achievements of the company, 
its future plans, its profits and 
other necessary imonnation 
with utmost transparency and 
clarity," Mr. Hafez said. 

The government's step is 
part of a privatisation process 
ft launched in 1996 in line with 
the Kingdom’s economic 

restructuring programme. 

The process stipulates foe 
sale of government equities in 
public firms such as the Jordan 

Telecommunication Company 
(JTCu Royal Jordanian and 
the JCFC. 

The JCFC’* 1097 ftrcincuil 


report revealed that the com- 
pany has recorded a net profit 
of JD11.9 million, a 
JD633,770 increase in profits 

over 1996. 

Mr. Hafez said that foe sale 
of the government’s equity in 
the JCFC wiU enable the prof- 
it-making firm to atnacr for- 
eign investors. 

He added that the govern- 
ment will chose "the best offer 
that meets its requirements 
and foe party that will pay the 
highest price,” regardless of 
whether such party is local or 
foreign. 

However; the government’s 
plan to sell hs equity in JCFC 
drew disapproval from senior 
officials in the company who 
urged it to refrain from selling 
to foreign investors. 

They also sent memoran- 
dums to ftime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and the Mini st er 
of Trade and Industry Haul 
MuHd urging them to halt the 
privatisation of the firm. 
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Arafat, German FM hopeful London 


talks will advance peace process 


BONN ( AFPi — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said here Friday 

they were hoping talks next 
month in London can restart 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

‘*We go to London to pur- 
sue the peace process," Mr. 


Arafat told reporters at a joint 
press conference with Mr. 
Kinkel. 

Mr. Kinkel said: u We all are 

looking with hope towards 
London” where British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair is 

to host talks May 4 to break 
the Israeli-Palestinian logjam. 
Mr. Kinkel said: ‘Israel 


must offer further troop with- 
drawals." 

‘‘We must get out of the 
cycle of violence and counter- 
attacks" Mr. Kinkel said. 

Mr. Arafat is to meet in 
Bonn later Friday with Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and to travel to the southwest 
German town of Baden- 


Baden to participate in a cere- 
mony Saturday honouring 
King Hussein. 

The Monarch is to receive a 

German media prize for his 
efforts to foster peace. The 
ceremony was also due to be 

attended by former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 


Red Cross hostages freed in 


3 killed in 


Somalia, return to families 


bomb 


NAIROBI \ AP) — Eight Red 
Cross workers and two pilots 
held hostage for 10 days in 
Somalia were freed Friday 
despite last-minute bickering 
among (heir kidnappers. 

They' flew back to their 
headquarters in Nairobi, 
where they were welcomed by 
relieved relatives. 

Earlier in Mogadishu, the 
nine men and one wo man 
were hustled into a jeep at 8:20 
a.m_ and driven at high speed 
to a Red Cross hospital, where 
they hugged each other in 
jubilation. 

The captives included a nat- 
uralised American Somali, 
two Swiss, a Norwegian, a 
German, a Belgian, a French 
nurse and a Somali. The pilots 
are Kenyan and South African. 

They were escorted by a 


Red Cross negotiator who set- 
tled last-minute objections to 
the release horn some of the 
kidnappers. 

Red Cross official Pascal 
Cuttar said the freed hostages 
were in good shape and there 
were no indications that they 
had been physically harmed. 

Somali leader All Mahdi 
Mohammad, who helped 
organise their release from 
renegades from his Abgal sub- 
clan. said no ransom was paid. 
Ali Mahdi said clan elders 
handled direct negotiations. 

He visited the group in 
Keysaney hospital and apolo- 
gised for their ordeals. 

In Geneva, the Red Cross 
said it relied on Somali con- 
tacts for the release. 

“The captives were released 
unconditionally, and no ran- 


som was paid,” the organisa- 
tion said in a statement. 

In Nairobi, Bill Grant a 
Somali advisor and a former 
U.S. congressman from Flori- 
da, said three Abgal families 
staged the kidnapping because 
they felt they were excluded 
from the distribution of 
international aid The captors 
had demanded up to SI mil- 
lion. 

Aid workers and foreigners 
have been kidnapped in 
Somalia by militiamen eager 
to make easy money since the 
country disintegrated into a 
fiefdom of dans following the 
ouster of late dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Barre in 1991. In the 
past aid agencies have refused 
to pay ransoms, for fear of 
causing more abductions. 


explosion 


at Sanaa 


mosque 


witnesses 


Israeli minis ter accuses immigrants 


of spreading drugs, prostitution 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Labour Minister Eli Ishai 
Thursday accused non-Jewish 
immigrants from Asia and East- 
em Europe of spreading drugs 
and prostitution in a TV tirade 
human rights groups slammed 
as xenophobic. . 

“We already have enough 
problems outside and inside the 
country without being ■ con- 
fronted as well with these pock- 
ets of immigrant concentration 
from which alcohol prostitu- 
tion and violence are spread," 
the minister said in the TV 
interview. 

He was commenting on the 
arrest of a Thai worker Wednes- 
day on suspicion of raping and 
murdering an Israeli woman on 
a kibbutz in central Israel earli- 
er this month. 

The minister said his depart- 
ment would speed up the expul- 


sion of illegal immigrants to 
reach a rate of 2,000 a month. 

The Israeli Human Rights 
Association said Mr. Ishais 
tirade against the non-Jewish 
immigrants brought in to 
replace Palestinian workers 
would “encourage xenopho- 
bia." ' 


It called on politicians- r.*to 


rations about immigrants to 
avoid encouraging haired of 
foreigners." 

Last month Mr. Ishai 
announced that he planned to 
reduce die number of non-Jew- 
ish immigrants working in 
Israel by several tens of thou- 
sand over the next few years 
and replace them with Pales- 
tinians 

The announcement marked a 
complete reversal of policy — 
the non-Jewish immigrants 


mostly from Romania, Thai- 
. land and the Philippines, were 
originally brought in three years 
ago to allow the replacement of 
Palestinians. 

The Israeli authorities feared 
that suicide bombers might slip 
into Israel disguised as Palestin- 
ian day-workers working in 
agriculture or the construction 
industry. ’ ' ’ 

But die arrival of large num- 
bers of Jewish immigrants in 
Israels urban centres has led to 
numerous social problems 
prompting Israel to revise its 
policy. 

The labour ministry estimates 
that with around 100,000 immi- 
grants working in Israel illegal- 
ly in addition to foe 90,000 who 
have been granted work per- 
mits, foreign workers now con- 
stitute 10 per cent of the popu- 
lation. 


SANAA (AFP) — A bomb 
exploded in an Islamist 
mosque in the Yemeni capital 
during Friday prayers, killing 
three people and injuring 

more than 20, witnesses said. 

Police said one person was 
killed immediately and 27 
others were wounded, while 
the witnesses said two people 
died of their injuries on foe 
way to hospital. 

The wounded included two 
naturalised Americans, a nat- 
uralised Canadian, several 
Somalis and a Libyan, police 
said 

Hundreds of Muslim men 
had gathered at the Kheir 
Mosque in the south of the 
capital when the explosion 
occurred 

The mosque, in the middle- 
class suburb of Bir Obeid, is 
run by an Islamist group 
which rejects all modem. 
Western elements of daily 
life. 

Its leader; Sheikh Moqbel 
A1 Wadil teaches that televi- 
sion and the other mass 
media, education, women in 
foe workplace, and even 
trousers for men are against 
the Islamic religioa 

His principal centre of reli- 
gious instruction is at Saada. 
270 kilometres north of the 
capital. 

The sheikh, who has 
refused all requests for media 
interviews, has steered clear 
of Yemeni politics. 

It was unclear whether he 
was in the mosque ai the time 
of the attack. 


PKK ‘95 per cent dismantled’ 


Turkish army 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s armed forces chief 
of staff said the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) in rebellion against 
Ankara since 1 984. had been 
“95 per cent” dismantled 
“Ninety-five percent of the 
PKK troops have been 
wiped out The militants 


remain scattered in small 
groups in the mountains, try- 
ing to save their lives." Gen- 
eral Ismail Hakki Karadayi 
told reporters late Thursday. 

The PKK has been in 
armed rebellion against the 
Ankara government to create 
an independent state in Kur- 
dish majority southeastern 


Turkey on the border with 
Iran, Iraq and Syria. 

On Thursday. nearly 
10.000 Turkish army troops 
and around 500 “village pro- 
tectors" (Kurdish militia 

■ 

armed by the government) 
began a new offensive 
against PKK rebels in the tri- 
angle between Lice. Kulp 


and Gene in Bingol 
province, sources said 

By midday Friday, author- 
ities had not given any casu- 
alty toll. 

A total of 29,000 people 
have been killed since the 
uprising began, according to 
official estimates. 








PALESTINIANS REMEMBER DEMOLISHED VILLAGE: Dozens of 

march Friday in Ramallah in memory of the Arab village Um Khaled, destroyed 
in the 1948 war. Demonstrators carry Lebanese, Jordanian and Palestinian flags 
representing the areas to which refugees fled after the village, formerly located on 
Israel's northern coastline, was demolished (Reuters photo) 


GAZA CITY (AP) —Bali 

fin inn President Yasser Ararat 
will meet next week wit &_ 
U.S. Vice President Ai Goie, 
who will be travelling in thc 
Middle East, a Palestinian 
official said Thursday. *Sadb 
Erekat, minister of plannnig 

in the Palestinian National 
Authority government' said 
the meeting would take place 

Friday May 1st most 

the Gaza Strip althouAite 
location bad not yet 
finalised Mr. ErekatsakLMc; 
GorewfUbetheguestoffion- 
our in Israel one day before at 
celebrations markingth&jDtfa . 
anniversary of the Jewish 


- '..*5 
m.r. v;.. - . j 
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Yemeni president rates 
oat any possibility of ' 
granting US, bases 


American aid group plans 


relief airlift to Baghdad 


By Threq Ayyotib 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A U.S. humani- 
tarian group will dispatch a 
plane loaded with medical 
supplies to Iraq on Monday, 
the first such mission by an 
American group since the 
1991 Gulf war, according to a 
statement from the group. 

The Connecticut-based 
AmeriCares said it will deliv- 
er nearly 20,000 kilogrammes 
of medical supplies to the 
Iraqi people following the 
green light from U.S. Presi- 


The AmeriCares team was 
expected to arrive in Jordan 
today aboard a DC-8 plane. 
Afterwards. Jordanian Air 
Force plane will assist Ameri- 
Cares in transporting the med- 
icine from Amman to Bagh- 
dad. 

The shipment, the first of 
three scheduled flights, also 
received the approval of the 
Iraqi government . and the 
United Nations. 

“It has been clear for some 
time that the American people 


care about the Iraqi people,” 
the statement quoted Robert 
C. Macauley, the founder and 
chairperson of the American 
group, as saying. 

“AmeriCares is privileged to 
be acting on behalf of the peo- 
ple of the United Stales in pro- 
viding a helping hand to ease 
some of the suffering of indi- 
viduals throughout Iraq ” Mr. 
Macauley added. 

The statement emphasised 
that foe group has asked foe 
Iraqi government to agree that 
all medicine and medial sup- 
plies be used solely for the 
civilian population severely 
impacted by shortages. 

The group also demanded 
that no part of the shipment be 
used by the Iraqi military and 
“AmeriCares personnel must 
accompany the materials all 
the way to their point of use.” 

The aid includes antibiotics, 
painkillers, basic surgical 
materials,- . various .hospital 
supplies, paediatric and 
maternity supplies as well as 
nutritional supplements for 
hospitals and clinics, the state- 
ment said. 


Upon arrival in Baghdad, 
the group will be assisted by 
the International Committee 
of foe Red Cross and foe Iraqi 
Red Crescent Society in deliv- 
ering the supplies. 

“Today is a day to extend a 
hand of friendship id the peo- 
ple of Iraq. And now that foe 
threat of hostilities has been 
reduced, there is uo better 
time to create a human bridge 
between individual Ameri- 
cans and individual Iraqi citi- 
zens," Ml Macauley said. 

“It is our hope that Ameri- 
Cares actions will open up 
communication and under- 
standing between citizens of 
both countries," he added 

The American group is a 
private non-profit disaster and 
humanitarian relief organisa- 
tion which is active in more 
than 1 10 countries around the 
world It has delivered more 
than $1.7 billion worth of 
. humanitarian aid .since 1981,. 
and has undertaken previous 
politicafiy-sensitive missions 
to countries such as North 
Korea, Afghanistan and 
Bosnia to help civilians. 


Inmates stage hunger strike 
in eastern Turkish prison 


ANKARA (AFP) — Some 
180 inmates from the Kur- 
dish Labour Party and fob 
various leftist groups beg^ a 
hunger strike Friday"? a 
prison in the eastern Thtirish 
province of Erzurum, ' foe 
Anatolia news agency repott- 
ed The inmates are protest- 
ing measures calfmgl&ticrr 
mail to be opesec^pd 
checked by prison 
before it is handed ovtirjo 
them. 1 r 


Yemeni authorities working to 


Sudan to recruit 655, 


m 


free British, Russian hostages 


students for army 


Bashir 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
authorities are working to free a 
British family taken hostage by 
armed tribesmen eight days ago 
and a Russian kidnapped 
Thursday, officials said here on 
Friday. 

British teacher David 
Mitchell, his wife Carolyn and 
their 14-year-dd son Ben axe 
still being held despite assur- 
ances by Yemeni President Ali 
Abdallah Saleh Thursday night 
that their release was imminent. 

“Negotiations are still going 
on this morning and we are 
optimistic-, they will be 

released within a few hours or a 
few days." said David Pearce, 
deputy head of the British 


embassy in Sanaa. 

Ml Pearce said foe family, 
seized on Thursday of last 
week in an ambush on the road 
from foe southern city of Aden 
as they drove to Sanaa airport 
was “safe" 

Mr. Pearce said Sanaa Gover- 
nor Mohammad Abdallah AI 
Soufi, who played a role in foe 
release of a British aid worker 
last year, was in foe Dhamar 
region to help negotiate with 
the kidnappers. 

Yemeni authorities are also 
negotiating with a tribe holding 
the Russian national who was 
kidnapped on Thutsday by a 
policeman in foe southern 
province of Abyan. 


KHARTOUM ( AP) — The 
government pirns to recruit 
655,000 students for foe army 
to join its war against separ 
ralists in southern Sudan, the 
president has announced 

Fifty thousand students will 
be drafted this year and the rest 
over two more years. President 
Omar AI Bashir said Thursday 
in a speech to top government 
officials, foe official Sudan 
News Agency reported Friday. 

General Bashir’s announce- 
ment makes it clear that he is 
determined to continue with 
the unpopular scheme to boost 

the army's ranks with con- 
scripts. 

Gen. Bashir justified it by 


saying that Twstffities and 
conspiracies against Sudan 
have increasetTsince his mili- 
tary-backed Islamic regime 
came to power md989. 

The conscription - system 
provoked a national outery 
after some 74 students were 
killed on April 2 white trying 
to escape a mOitaxy training 
camp before being sent to foe 

front Tlie govenmwtf said 50 

victims drowned when foe 
boat they were fleeing in cap- 
sized. Other reports said they 
were shot by soldiers. * 
Die recruits were trajnig* 

foeAiIafboniniliCHycan^25 

kilometres southeast of Khar- 
toum. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Cartoon — The Real 
Adventures of Jonny Quest 

16 JO French Programmes 

18:00 Square One T. V. 

18:30 Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 JLe Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 

L'oeuf de Colomb 

1 19130 News headlines 

19:35 Quiz Show — You Bet 
Your Life 

20:00 Cinema. Cinema 

20£0 Prism 

21:10 Drama — Sirens 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature film — “Dead 
HeaT 

“JVW fYimpriv — “■Arp Ynn 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


and proceeding to Maria AiipQrt) 
(RW) ri 

23:25 Aqaba (Madca Airport! 
(RW) 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Affen Syrian Orthodox 

Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 81 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De ia 

RsiHp r nllpwTpl. S66I7S7 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Warm weather conditions will 

prevail with temperatures ris- 
ing significantly becoming 
about four degrees centigrade 
above average. Gouds will 

appear at different levels, and 
winds southeasterly moderate 

to active. On Sunday, tempera- 
tures will drop slightly becom- 
ing around average with show- 
ers expected to fall over differ- 

pnt in-as In Anrtlvt it u/ill h* 


Dr Nasser Ibrahim _J530432 

Dn Wafiq Qaddumi 893542 

Dc. Khalil A] Tusluq 757253 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy.. -4637055 
Nairookh pharmacy ...4623672 
AI Salazn pharmacy -4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmasani pharmacy ..4637660 
Nsuib pharmacy ......847632 

IRBECfc 

Dc Ghazi Ta’amneh _250Q80 

AJ Quds pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Hr \V*Kd \lhJion OCKlil 


Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 566 1 10 1 

Jordan Television ...» 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co... 4636381 

RJ Flight Information.. 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport .44-53200 


Amal Hospital 5674155 


ARRIVALS 


DEPARTURES 


ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 


»• >. 
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HOSPITALS 


KBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

10:00 ..... New Delhi (RJ) 

l(h25 Beirut (RJ) 

10-J0 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

10J0 Karachi Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

'1:40 _ — Colombo (RJ) 

15 J5 ..New Yak, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Cairo (RJ) 

17:10 Istanbul (ad* (Tin 


Rqyal Jordanian (RJ) FBg$ 

06:00 Aqaba (*M):(P) 

06:45 Bemad? 1 ) 

08:00 .-Aqaba, Lyon (add) (Rfl 

10:45 

12:00 . Istanb ul (add) 

12:20 Milan, Brussels (p 

12J0 AmsKrlmNewVbtfc#^ 
13:00 .Geneva. Madrid# 

13:00 Pis# 

13:15 

14.-00 
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SANAA (AFP) — Yemeni 
Resident Ali Abdullah Safeh 
Thursday ruled out any possi- 
bility of granting foe United 
Stales military bases on 
Yemeni territory. “It is not 
our policy to grm faeffisks 
to the Unified States," Mr 
Saleh told AFP when 
about press reports that Sanaa 
might grant Washington 
facilities on the island of 
Socotra once used by the then 
Soviet Union. “It is not 
Yemeni policy to allow the 
establishment of bares on 
Soootra, American or other- 
wise,** be said. "Socotra is an 
important tourist area and we 
are looking to Arab and for- 
eign investors to develop itT 
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"WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
HRH Princess Aisha is cur- 
rently taking pan in an annua] 
meeting by a consultative 
committee for women serv- 
ing in the U.S. armed forces 
which opened Wednesday. 

Princess Aisha. director of 
women personnel affairs in 
the Jordan Armed Forces, is 
accompanied by HRH 
Princess Basina Bint Ali and 
a delegation from her depart- 
ment. 

__ v Their Majesties King Hus- 
ftled oui amp sein and Queen Noor had 
^Hhno received a delegation foam 

;the U.S. armed forces com- 
mittee during their visit to Jor- 
dan in July 1996 at the invica- 
niied So*? ' cion of Princes Aisha, who 
told AFp w)^. briefed them on women 
y ,J i r^pufis ; recruits in the Jordan Armed 
J ~ r ’ snmi W^. : Forces. . 

on the Tbe four-day meeting in 
once usedWfe- Washington is also being 
- ,v ^* Union. H x ; attended bv delegates from 
err.LTii [>..|ie\ u, ^ " Israel, Canada, the U.IC, Ger- 
•^Kfomeni" of )Z Jcoany Norway; Sweden and 

Colombia. 

The U-S- armed forces 
' a^nmiitee, which was creat- 
ed' in 1951. advises the U.S. 
defence secretary on ques- 
tions pertaining to women 
serving in the armed forces 
and presents proposals about 
updating laws and regulations 
concerning them. 
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w hafs going o n 

SCANDINAVIAN 
FILM WEEK 
* Swetfish film "The Brodi-i 
as Uocbe&t" (with subtitles 

m Mr JEtespl 

at 7:00p.m. 

dren 

film 

"Dog Thieves"' (with subtitles 
in English; at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre on'Sunday-ApriJ 
36 at 4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
ra^jectivdv. 

FILM 

; * “My name is Beztolt 
ferecht — Exile in USA’ 7 
[with subritl s in German) at 
the University of Jordan at 
I .*00 pJTL 

LECTURE 

* “Readings in the Jordan- 
ian Drama” (in Arabic) by 
Iraqi critic Dr. Abdullah 
Ibrahim at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Naji AI San- 
at Hamurabi An Gallery, 

Gardens Street (TeL 
,5536098) until May 3. 

* Ait exhibition at the 
Ahliyyah School for Girls, 
Jabol Amman (TeL 4634872^ 
until April 25. 

* Works by Yassin Al 

at the Orienti 

Gallery, Shmeisani (Tel. 
56S 1303/4), until May 7. 

* Photographic exhibition 
entitled “A Tour in the Dead 
Sea'" by Janssen and Savi-j 
gnac at foe French Cultural 
Centre, until April 30. 

* Paintings by Lebanese- 
American artist Etel Adrian 
entitled “Artist’s Book of Art! 
and Poetry” ar Darat Al 
Punun. Jabol Weibdeb, until 
May 21. Also displaying 
works by Berlin-based Syrian 
artist Marwan Bashi entitled 
* Paintings on handmade 
paper at Noor Al Hussein 
ftMindation. off Wadi Saqraj 
Sl (Tel. 5699141/2), until 
April 25. 
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CORRECTION 
In a cable printed by the Jor- 
dan Times oo April 23-24, 
part of an article entitled 
“Anguish versus optimism: 
The Kingdom’s privatisation 
(process sparks a nationwide 
debate,” some figures were 

ecroneouslv repWTEd Fol- 
lowing are the correct figures. 
The govemmem-cSwned 

Ma'in Spa signed a 30-year 
lease with the French compa- 
ny ACCOR last week, and 
& Jordan Telecom Cotpont- 
fion, with financial advisor 
Meaill Lynch, plans to sell 
of shares to a foreign 
strategic partner by flrid- 
[1998.- The Jordan Times 
egrets any inconveniences 
caused ty foese errors. 


Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf and Greek Ambassador Aristidis Sand is sign the 
grant agreement (Petra photo) 

Greece grants $500,000 for 
Kingdom’s social security plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 
has granted Jordan 
$500,000 to help it cany out 
a government-sponsored 
social security package plan 
designed to address poverty, 
unemployment and other 
chronic ills mainly affecting 
the less-developed regions 
of the country. 

An agreement on the grant 
was signed" by Minister of- 
Planning Rima Khalaf and 
Greek Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Aristidis Sandis with the 
attendance of senior Min- 


istry of Planning officials 
and Greek embassy staff. 

Following the signing cer- 
emony, ■ Mr. Sandis 
described Jordan relations 
with Greece as excellent in 
all fields, noting that the 
grant marks the first formal 
assistance from Greece to 
Jordan for development pro- 
jects. 

The government last year 
announced that it planned to 
cany out a multi-year plan 
to improve the infrastructure 
and livina conditions in the 


country’s less-developed 
regions, including the Pales- 
tinian refugee camps. 

The government said thai 
of the JD431 million needed 
for the plan, financial assis- 
tance and loans have already 
been secured from a number 
of European and friendly 
nations as well as 
international organisations. 

The plan entails mod- 
ernising the infrastructure of 
basic services, creating jobs 
and improving health and 
social services. 


Scandinavian film week opens today 
with presentations targeting children 


By Omar Karmi 

Special to The Jordan Times 

■ 

AMMAN — For those par- 
ents who are sick of Ameri- 
can children's films that are 
mini-versions of 

Stallone/Scwarzencgger 

p ‘flicks;'— thr" Scand in a v ian 

■ ^ 



Centre, may be the perfect 
alternative. 

Scandinavian films in 
general have had mixed 
fortunes, often either asso- 
ciated with the doom of 
Bergman or, with the Scan- 
dinavian reputation for 
being extremely liberal, a 
chance to see a bit of “natu- 
ralism” at work. 

The films featured this 
week, however, should con- 
found those expectations 
and prove to doubters that it 
is possible to make chil- 
dren's films that are both 
serious and educational, yet 
entertaining and — most 
importantly — enjoyable 
for children. 

The week starts tonight at 


7:00 with a screening of the 
famous Swedish "author 
Astrid Lindgreen’s classic 
fantasy tale, “The Brothers 
LionhearL” Set in a far off 
fantasy world, not unlike 
that of Narnia, it features 
two brothers, both of whom 
•‘difr'Withirr xt- short ’wh &C'of 
‘ each other in this world. 
p ' J biifjP to be ; ■ b&jtii ted n Brihe 
next to fight an epic battle 
against the forces of evil. A 
real adventure story, it is 
one of the most popular 
children’s novels in Scandi- 
navia, surpassing even 
those of the better known 
Roald Dahl. The movie will 
be repeated on Thursday at 
7:00. 

But perhaps the highlight 
of the week will be the 
Danish film “Pelle The 
Conqueror,” which won an 
Oscar for Best Foreign 
Language Film in 1988 as 
well as the Gold Palm Best 
Film Award at the Cannes 
Festival the same year. 
Adapted from foe classic 
novel by Martin Andersen 
Nexo, it tells foe story of an 


ageing Swedish father 
(played by Max von 
Sydow) who comes to Den- 
mark in search of a better 
life with his son, Peile. 
There, they are confronted 
with numerous prejudices 
and obstacles, before Peile 
“outgrows* fois‘*-*fafoep-' ini 
stature and character, learns | 
v to stand up for ; himselff Cihd: 
sets out to conquer foe 
country. “Peile The Con- 
queror” will be screened on 
Sunday at 7:00 and Tues- 
day at 4:30. 

Other films to be shown 
are: “Children of Nature” 
(Sunday 4:30.1, ‘'Herman 
(Monday 4:30), “Slxten 
(Monday 7:00), *‘Dog 
Thieves” (Tuesday 7:00 
p.m.; Thursday 1 1:00 a.m.), 
■‘Whitebear King Valemon” 
(Wednesday 4:30; Friday 
7:00), "Benjamin Dove” 
(Wednesday 7:00: Thurs- 
day 4:30), “Carl and foe 
.Angels” (Friday 13:00 
aLixu and "Nature’s War- 
riors"* (Friday 4:30). 

All films are subtitled in 
English. 






Stone-throwing dispute disrupts traffic 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Stone- 
throwing by two groups of 
University of Jordan (UJ) 
students hindered traffic last 
week on University Road 
and led to the arrest of a 
number of students, accord- 
ing to a statement from the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD). 

The statement added that 
there were no injuries, but a 
number of parked vehicles 
were damaged. 

The two groups, each with 


dozens of participants, start- 
ed throwing stones at each 
other across foe area sur- 
rounding foe main gate of 
UJ, according to eyewit- 
nesses accounts. 

Hundreds of students who 
gathered on both sides of 
foe stone cluttered road 
were dispersed by foe PSD 
and foe Traffic Department. 

Traffic was also redirected 
on University Road through 
a nearby neighbourhood, 
and patrol cars roamed foe 


neighbourhood in search for 
foe rest of foe youth 
involved in foe rumble. 

The hostility between foe 
two groups has been going 
on for one year, after two 
students were suspended 
last year for fighting, said 
Salem Bdour, UJ Dean of 
Student Affairs. 

Mr. Bdour condemned 
Wednesday’s flare-up and 
said deterrent measures 
would be taken against. per- 
petrators. 


King ’s initiative to enhance Internet 
services welcomed by industry officials 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to The Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An initiative by 
His Majesty' King Hussein to 
provide a satellite channel to 
enhance Internet services in 
the Kingdom has been wel- 
comed by the country's Inter- 
net Service Provider*’ (TSPsk 

The recent provision of a 
reduced-cost satellite channel. 

Hashem (I), which is over- 
seen by His Majesty 's Royal 
Communications and has so 

far been utilised by three ISPs, 
will make the Internet avail- 
able to a larger circle of Jorda- 
nians. especially students, 
according to an open letter 
from three ISPs. 

The letter flora Global One. 
National Equipment and 
Technical Services (NETS) 
and Index read: "International 
[dam-communicatio».s cir- 
cuits] through Hashem f J »... 
have made it easier for us to 
provide better and faster ser- 
vices at reduced prices co citi- 


desire that Jordan be a pioneer 
in education, science, culture, 
medicine and technology'” 

Until now only those who 
have high income have been 
able to afford the Internet in 
Jordan. Ma’en Suheimat gen- 
eral manager of the First 
Telecommunication Group 

iFTG) which owits the ISP 
FirsiNet, told the Jordan 
Times. 

FirstNet. which recently 
started offering its services in 
Irbid Zarqa and Aqaba, will 

also get its data-comm unica- 
tions channel through 
Hashem ( 1 1 in the coming few 
days, said Mr. SuheimaL 

The channel has already 
begun speeding up slow Inter- 
net connections, a source of 
numerous complaints flora 
the country’s Web users. 

"With Hashem ( 1 1 , Jordani- 
ans can now browse the Inter- 
net at Western standards.’" 
Marwan Juma. NETS' gener- 
al manager, told foe Iordan 


Published Thursday in the 
Arabic daily Al Ra’L the letter 
called the provision of 
Hashem ( 1 1 "proof that His 
Majesty' has a sincere desire to 
provide the latest technology 
to the sons of this nation and a 


Practical steps will be for- 
mulated to follow up on foe 
initiative of the King to make 
foe World Wide Web available 
to more, principally at foe 
educational leveL added Mr. 
Juma. 

Among foe steps foai will be 


taken by ISPs to implement 
King Hussein’s vision are 
Coordination with foe Min- 
istry of Education to assess the 
situation of schools in the 
Kingdom regarding foe avail- 
ability of PCs, phone-lines 
and sufficient Internet band- 
width. 

"Our [ISPsj next meeting 
will be with the Minister of 
Education in order to study 
the best way to deliver foe 
Internet to every school stu- 
dent out there," said tmad 
Ayoub. Global One’s general 
manager. 

“Objectives and deadlines 
should be assigned in order to 
implement tins vision.” said 
Mr. Juma. “Responsibility and 
accountability should also be 
integral to any planning to 
ensure that foe implementa- 
tion is followed through.” 

Among the proposals made 
by ISPs toward the fulfilment 
of the King's initiative were 
Global One’s offer of flee 
installation services and First- 
Net's declaration of its readi- 
ness '7o extend funds to any 
project char will further foe 
country's educational 

process." 

Me Suheimai said FirstNet, 
which currently gives dis- 
count to students, will extend 


even more benefits to the aca- 
demic sector, including the 

establishment of specialised 
Internet centres for 
researchers and students 
across the Kingdom. 

In a separate letter of grati- 
tude. foe director of the 
National Information Centre 

(NIC), Yousef Nusair, wrote: 
“This Hashemite initiative... 
supports His Royal Highness 

Crown Prince Hassan’s^derer- 
mined efforts, since His High- 
ness’ establishment of NIC, 

towards the continued 

enhancement of [NIC] into 
organising and adminisTrating 
information for easy access by 
decision-makers, researchers 
and students." 

Yet even with the provision 
of* Hashem < I ), other related 
costs such as phone bills still 
stand in foe face of making the 
Internet universal, as a local 
call which costs JD0.56 an 
hour is "still too expensive,” 
said Mr. Suheim 3 t 

Meanwhile, Mr. Juma 
stressed "now that the process 
has started, we cannot slow 
down... otherwise everything 
will be for nothing.” 

ISPs only have three months 
before the new school year 
starts to make the King’s 
dream come true. 


Seminar 
on King 
Faisal, 
modem 
Arab state 

opens 

■ 

today 


-MAFRAQ -(Petra) — A 
"seminar on the' creation of 
the modem Arab state and 
the enterprises of King 
Faisal in Syria and Iraq 
between J9I8 and 1933 
will be held today at Al al 
Bavt University with the 

m 

participation of intellectu- 
als and historians from 
Jordan and other Arab 
countries. 

The two-day meeting 
will tackle working 
pape/s submitted by par- 
ticipants examining King 
Faisal’s endeavours in 
social, educational, politi- 
cal and economic fields. 

The papers w'ill also 
provide details on King 
Faisal’s work as a repre- 
sentative of the Arab 
Nation at the 1918-1920 
peace conference in 
Europe, the parliamentary 
experiments in Syria dur- 
ing the same period, and 
the king’s struggle to 
thwart the ambitions of 
Western nations in the 
Arab region. 

On the sidelines of the 
seminar, foe university 
will hold three exhibitions 
of rare books published 
during foe reign of King 
Faisal in Syria and Iraq. 
AI al Bayt University’s 
publications and artworks 
by Nazem Homed from 
the University staff. 


Labour ministry implementing 
measures to curb illegal employment 


.AMMAN (J.T ) — The Min- 
istry of Labour on Friday 
warned char it was taking 
legal action against employ- 
ers hiring non-Jordanians 
without work permits 3 nd 
guest workers staying ille- 
gally in the country'. 

Ministry of Labour Secre- 
tary General Saleh Tarawneh 
was quoted by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, as say- 
ing that last year his office 
issued only 1 3.200 work per- 
mits to guest workers, who 
number more than 200.000 
according to some statistics. 

Mr. Tarawneh said it has 
come to foe ministry's anen- 

mt 

tion foai many employers 
and guest workers have been 
violating labour laws by fail- 
ing to renew work permits. 

This a dear violation of a 
1996 law which stipulates 
that guest workers must 
acquire valid wotk permits to 
be able to obtain employ- 


ment in the Kingdom, said 
Mr. Tarawneh, adding that 
foe greater number of guest 
workers are working illegal- 
ly. 

The Ministry of Labour 
last year reached an agree- 
ment with foe Egyptian gov- 
ernment on regulating the 
employment of Egyptian 
workers in Jordan, including 
obtaining prior approval 
before entering the King- 
dom... 

Regulations stipulate that 
.agriciitetfaJ, workers J from 
Arab countries must- pay- an 
annual fee of JD10, while 
those working in other fields 
pay JD100. A non-Arab 
guest worker must pay 
JD30G annually for a work 
permit 

Mr. Tarawneh said foe 
ministry regulations were 
introduced in order to organ- 
ise foe labour market in Jor- 
dan. They require that 


employers give priority to 
Jordanian workers, and only 
in certain occupations for 
which Jordanian substitutes 
are not available can non- 
Jordanians be employed, he 
added 

Unofficial estimates put 
foe rate of unemployment in 
Jordan at 20-25 per cent and 
according to Mr. Tarawneh, 
the ministry’s regulations are 
enforced in order to help Jor- 
danians find work and to 
restrict non- Jordanians In foe 
labour force to a verv limited 
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Mr. Tarawneh said he has 
directed labour inspectors to 
conduct intensive campaigns 
to ensure that employers 
abide by foe regulations and 
warned that the v iolators of 
foe law will face legal action. 
He also said non-Jordanians 
found without valid work 
permits will be asked to 
leave the countrv. 


Fund-raising fashion show, 
exhibition to be held next week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
foe patronage of HRH 
Princess Sarvafo, foe Pak- 
istan Women's Association 
is scheduled to hold an 
event on April 29 at foe 
Amman Marriott Hotel, to 
raise funds for foe Young 
Muslim Women’s Associa- 
tion (YMWA ). according to 
a press release. 

An exclusive fashion 
show; "Sty le and Grace.” 
will hit foe catwalk with an 
array of colour, glamour, 
texture and design. The 
designer behind this origi- 
nal collection is Rizwan 
Beyg, whose 1992 show 
proved to be a great suc- 
cess. foe statement said. 

The N T ur Collection, a 


jewelry exhibition, will be 
shown in foe adjoining hall. 
These exotic pieces are tra- 
ditionally handcrafted by 
artisans who have been in 
this craft for generations. 
The sponsors. Khalil AI 
Sayegh, are highly reputed 
jewelry' manufacturers with 
gem boutiques in Pakistan, 
Thailand, Hong Kong, foe 
UAE. Belgium and Italy, it 
added. 

Also to be displayed are 
selection of modem and 
contemporary jewelry' 
items, as well as a sale of 
handmade linens, soft fur- 
nishings. rugs carpets 
brass, silver and copper- 
w'are. 

The Pakistan Women’s 


Association is a small 
organisation working under 
foe patronage of Princess 
Sarvath that takes pan in 
various charitable activities 
held in foe country such as 
the YMWA, Al Hussein 
Society for the Rehabilita- 
tion of the Physically 
Handicapped, foe Jordan- 
ian Society for foe Blind 
and other needy charities 
that are brought to their 
attention. 

The proceeds from this 
particular event will benefit 
foe YMWA’s projects such 
as foe centre for special 
education and foe sheltered 
workshop for foe mentally 
handicapped, the 

announcement concluded. 


Number of private universities growing despite criticism of cost, quality 



By Fairouz Abu-Gbazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Scores of private 
universities mushrooming across 

foe country have aimed Jordan into 

a regional hub for higher education, 
posing a dilemma for officials and 
academics keen to strike a balance 
between maintaining quality and 
ensuring profit 

In foe last five years, the nun 1 
of uiwersities has jumped to 
excluding over 50 community col- 
leges. after foe country lifted a ban 
efflfoe private sector setting up 

universities. 

“The country has the highest per 
capita number of universities in the 
region... and they are all ML" said 
Mimther Masri, head of Jordan s 
Human Resource Devdopment 
Centre and fonner education minis- 
ter. 

Iraq, with 22 million people, has 
n accredited universities, while 


Lebanon and Syria, with popula- 
tions of 3.4 million and 1 6 million 
respectively, have nine and four 
universities. 

Dr. Masri told the Jordan Tunes 
that foe high number of universities 
in Jordan — seven public and 13 
private — was chiefly due to foe 
large percentage of students, whose 
ages range between IS and 24. 

Jordan’s role as a regional and 
international hub has also played a 
major role in attracting foreign stu- 
dents, he added. Over 2^00 
Malaysian students are attending 
state-run universities, in addition to 
hundreds of Gulf and other Arab 
nationals. 

Howevei; many Jordanians com- 
plain of the cosily tuition fees of pri- 
vate institutions. Others say that 
many universities are not well pre- 
pared to offer them foe latest state- 
of-foe art education techniques to 
enable them to counter challenges 
of a modernising world. 


"If we look at education costs of 
state-run institutions and compare 

them to private ones, we will find a 
huge disparity;” said columnist 
Rakan Majali in a recent editorial in 

Al Dustour. 

"At the same time, we also notice 
that the quality of education offered 
at public universities is better than 
that offered at private ones. This is 
contrary to foe situation in the rest 
of foe world, where people pay 
more for a quality of education foai 
cannot be offered by the state.*’ 

While the cost of attending a 
semester ar Amman Private Univer- 
sity ranges between JD 1.000 and 
JDI/750 (15 credit hours), a student 
would pay between JD150-JD350 
for the same amount of credit hours 

at the state-run University of Jor- 
dan. 

Several -graduates of private 
universities often complain of hav- 
Spent too much money' on an 
nation that does not guarantee 


them fair employment opportum- 



" We pay thousands of dinars to go 
to private universities,’’ said a recent 
graduate of a private university, 
who requested anonymity. "But 
after going through the hassle of 
gening our degrees accredited by 
foe Ministry of Higher Education, 
we receive second priority’ when 
competing with public university 
graduates in the job market.” 

However, Dr. Masri disagreed, 
saying that foe public sector does 
not favour state university gradu- 
ates over private university ones. 

"Private universities are introduc- 
ing a new product to foe market.” 
Dr, Masri explained. "It is only a 
mailer of time until foe market 
builds its confidence in these flesh 
graduates.” 

Fony-five committees compris- 
ing private and public sector educa- 
tionalists have sketched details of a 
preliminary Higher Education 


Development Plan (HEDP) as part 

of efforts to help improve foe per- 
formance of foe lucrative educa- 
tional sector. 

The controversial $70 million 
plan, expected to be crystallised by 
foe end of this yea l will seek to 
limit foe profit-making of private 
universities and to upgrade the qual- 
ity of education, 

Ahmad Hourani, founder of 
Amman Private University, said the 
HEDP will assign university plan* 
rung and administration to foe 
Higher Educational Council a 
move he claimed would result in 
"reducing universities, whether 
public and private, to mere copies 
of each other, leaving very tittle 
room for excellence 

Instead, he said, they should 
encourage free competition and 
decentralisation. 

"It is a fret that competition is the 
rule among private universities.* 1 he 
said. ‘Thus students are, in the final 


analysis, free to choose the univer- 
sity they will attend while 

universities, if they' wish to attract 
students, must distinguish them- 
selves in one or more ways by con- 
centrating on quality educational 
programmes."’ 

The Ministiy of Higher Education 
recently said it will only allow' non- 
profit universities to open campuses 
in Jordan. Out of 30 applications, 
foe ministry granted permission to 
six institutions. 

Most of the existing 13 private 
universities are profit-making insti- 
tutions. 

‘There has been an attempt to 
play down the significance of pri- 
vate universities simply because of 
foe question of profit,'’ Dl Hourani 


He defended private universities, 

saying they were attracting an 
increasing number of students, and 
therefore earning millions of dollars 
in badly-needed foreign currency. 
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Hopes rekindled for Taiwan- China 


ties after ice-breaking talks 


TAIPEI ( AFP l — Hopes of 
improved relations between 
Taiwan and China have 

been rekindled by talks in 

Beijing when the long-time 
rivals moved closer to a 
meeting between their top 
negotiators. 

Both governments spoke 
positively after the first 
bilateral talks which ended 

in Beijing Friday, ending a 

three-year freeze in con- 
tacts. 

“it is an important step 
forward, a positive interac- 
tion which has enabled an 
exchange of views and pro- 
moted mutual understand- 
ing." said Sheu Ke-Sheng. 
vice chairman of Taiwan's 
cabi net-le ve I Mai n land 

Affairs Council (MAC). 

China’s foreign ministry 
called for negotiations 
between the bodies charged 
with handling ties between 
the two sides, who have 
been split since 
Communists won a 
war in 1949. 

“We maintain that cur- 


the 

civil 


rernly the time is ripe for 
formal talks across the 
Straits under the principle 
of one China," Foreign 

Ministry spokesman Zhu 
Bangzao said Thursday. 
The main outcome of the 

latest meeting was an 
agreement for Koo Chen- 
Fu, chairman of Taiwan’s 
quasi-official Straits 

Exchange Foundation 

(SEF) to visit the mainland 
by the end of this year. 

But the two sides are yet 
to hammer out technicali- 
ties for the visiL 
SEF’s counterpart 

Association for Relations 
Across the Taiwan Strait 
(ARATS) had suggested 
that Mr. Koo travel to the 
mainland for a seminar to 
be jointly held by the two 
bodies, while SEF had pre- 
ferred a travel visit 
But both bodies brushed 
aside suggestions that Mr. 
Koo. who sits in the power- 
ful central standing com- 
mittee of. the ruling 
Kuoniointang (KMT) here. 


would be in China for a 
dialogue. 

"We hope the nature of 
Mr. Koo's trip would be 

simple." said SEF Deputy 
Secretary’ General Jan Jyh- 
Homg who led the Taiwan 

team in the discussions 
before returning home 
Friday. 

Mr. Jan also indicated 
that political talks were 

unlikely to start soon. 

"You’cannot leap to polit- 
ical talks without making 
step-by-step progress by 
building on exchanges that 
have been held in the past.” 
he said. 

Mr. Jan's counterpart Li 
Yafei also clarified that the 
next meeting between Mr. 
Koo and ARATS Chairman 
Wang Daohan must not be 
considered a dialogue, 
according to CNA reports. 

Mr. Koo's trip, nonethe- 
less. would be highly sig- 
nificant as it would signal 
an improvement in ties 
which were damaged after 
Beijing launched six 


rounds of military 1 exercises 
near Taiwan and launched 
acrimonious attacks on 

Taipei leaders in the past 
three years, observers here 

said. 

Mr. Koo and his counter- 
part Mr. Wang held a his- 
toric talk in Singapore five 
years ago amid nourishing 
cross-strait trade and other 

civilian exchanges. 

Both leaders agreed to 

resolve mutual differences 

■ 

through further lower-level 
meetings, with the two 
rivals seeking eventual 
reunification. 

However. Beijing cut off 
SEF- ARATS contacts in 
raid 1995 in protest over a 
trip to the United States by 
Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-Hui. accusing him of 
seeking independence for 
this island. 

China has considered 
Taiwan a breakaway 
province since the 
Communist forces drove 
nationalist troops here in 
1949. 


Indonesia escapes U.N. censure Secret 


for rights abuses in East Timor 


Service 


GENEVA (AFP) ■ — 

Indonesia Friday escaped 
censure for its human rights 
abuses in East Timor by 
agreeing to allow a group of 
U.N. experts to visit the 
troubled province. 

A resolution presented by 
the European Union to the 
U.N. Human Rights 
Commission was with- 
drawn in favour of a decla- 
ration. whose text contains 
much more comforting 
words for Jakarta. 

The decision came on the 
last dav of the 54th session 

mf 

of the commission in 
Geneva, which meets for 
six weeks each year. 

The declaration hailed the 
Indonesian government's 
decision to invite the U.N. 
working group on arbitrary 
detention to the former 
Portuguese colony before 


the next commission ses- 
sion opens in March 1999. 

East Timor, annexed by 
Jakarta in 1976. has been 
engaged in fight ever since 
for independence. 

The commission also 
mentioned Jakarta's deci- 
sion to launch a national 
plan of action on human 
rights this year and its inten- 
tion to ratify the Convention 
Against Torture. 

Also, it welcomed the 
country's commitment “to 


allow greater access to East 


Timor by the international 
media and humanitarian 
organisations ~ 
However, Jakarta has still 
not come forward- with a 
date on the opening of 
human rights bureau to han- 
dle the problem of East 
Timor, an undertaking 
Jakarta had promised In 


1994. 

The resolution, which 
Indonesia managed to 
avoid, condemned continu- 
ing repons of human rights 
violations, including extra- 
judicial killings, disappear- 
ance. torture and arbitrary 
detention, in the province. 

The motion voiced con- 
cern at increased violence in 
East Timor in 1997 and at 
the continuing policy of 
migration to the region. 

It called on Jakarta to 
immediately release East 
Timorese detained or sen- 
tenced on political grounds 
and to clarify further the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 
outbreak of violence in the 
capital, Dili, in 1991. 

Indonesia was rapped at 
the commission last year 
when a resolution against it 
on East Timor was passed. 


officer 


worried 


about 


Lewinsky ’s 


actions 


U.S. invites Yeltsin stresses Kurils 


French 


Communist 


p 

are part of Russia 


minister in 


historic 


first 


PARIS i AFP) — French 
Transport Minister Jean- 
Claude Gayssot will next 
month become the first French 
Communist member of gov- 
ernment to pay an official visit 
to the United States, officials 
said Friday. 

Mr. GayssoL who also holds 
the portfolio for housing, is 
one of three Communists in 
the 28-member leftwing gov- 
ernment. 

In 19S3. another 
Communist minister in a! left- 

wing coalition government 
visited the United States but at 
the invitation of U.S. universi- 
ties. 

The United Stales normally 
bars Communists, as well as 
former Nazis and people with 
contagious diseases from 
entering the country. 

During his trip May 1 1 to 
15, Mr. Gayssot will stop by in 
Washington. Atlanta and New 
York for talks with his coun- 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
said Friday that the disput- 
ed Kuril Islands would 
remain pan of Russia 
despite Japanese claims 
over the archipelago, 
Interfax news agency 
reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin stressed that 
the four islands, which 
span the gulf between the 
Russian far eastern 
Kamchatka Peninsula and 
the northern Japanese of 
Hokkaido, will remain pan 
of Russia, the agency quot- 
ed Mr. Yeltsin’s 
spokesman Sergei 

Yastrzhembsky as saying. 

"The president stressed 
that these islands were and 
will remain an integral pan 
of the territory of Russia." 
Mr. Yastrzhembsky said. 

The Kremlin spokesman 
insisted earlier this week 
that Mr. Yeltsin, despite 
friendly talks with 
Japanese Prime Minister 


Ryu taro Hashimoto at an 
informal weekend summit, 
would guarantee never to 
cede the islands. 

The Kuril dispute has 
blocked the signing of a 
peace treaty between 
Russia and Japan, and both 
leaders called at their 
informal summit for a 
solution to the row over 
the four small islands, 
which were taken by 
Soviet forces in the last 
days of World War II. but 
have been claimed by 
Tokyo ever since. 

Mr. Yeltsin called for 
major joint projects on the 
disputed islands, including 
a fisheries plant, port infra- 
structure and an airport. 

Mr. Hashimoto. mean- 
while, said Japan was con- 
sidering supplying diesel- 
powered generators to res- 
idents on the four islands 
because of the electricity 
shortages there. 


Genscher takes final bow 


» may also put his signa- 
ture to a Franco-American 
transport treaty. Mr. Gayssot 
earlier this month signed a 
deal opening up airline traffic 
between the two countries. It 
allows for an increase in 
flights over a five-year transi- 
tion period, after which unlim- 
ited flights will be allowed. 

The 'deal will also enable 
French airlines to conclude 
alliances with U.5. airlines. 
That had been ruled out to 
date because Washington 

alliances in the 
of a bilateral air 



BONN fR) — Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher. who as 
foreign minister played a 

key role in forging German 
unity, bowed out of the 
political limelight 

Thursday. 

The highpoint of Mr. 
Genscher ‘s career came in 
September 1989. when he 
stood on the balconv of the 
West German embassy in 
Prague to tell thousands of 
East Germans they need 
not go back to the 
Communist regime they 
had fled. 

Making his farewell 
speech in parliament dur- 
ing a debate on Europe's 
Monetary Union, 71 -year- 
old Genscher received 
applause as he said 


German unification in 
1990 had proved "insepa- 
rable" from the wider drive 

towards a strong Europe. 

A former leader of the 
Liberal Free Democrats. 
Mr. Genscher played a key 
role in shaping German 
domestic politics, helping 
over the years to keep 
Chancellors Willy Brandt. 
Helmut Schmidt and 
Helmut Kohl in power 
within coalition govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Genscher. foreign 
minister from 1974 to 
1992 and Germany's 
longest-serving deputy 
with 33 years in parlia- 
ment, has said he is not 
standing in September's 
general election. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A Secret Service officer 
voiced concerns . about 
Monica Lewinskv's move- 

m 

mems and behaviour about 

the White House a few 

davs before she was trans- 
■# 

fenred to the Pentagon. The 
New York Times said 
Friday. 

Gary Byrne told deputy 
White House chief of staff 
Evelvn Lieberman two 

m 

vears aco that he had seen 
<+ ■»> 

the vounc intern in the 

m W 

West Wins of the building 
without authorisation, and 
that he had seen her there 
after hours as well, a for- 
mer unidentified White 
House official told the 

dailv. 

* 

Within days. Ms. 
Lewinsky was removed 
from her job as a low-leve! 
aide in the While House to 
a minor position in the 
Pentagon, said the official. 

Ms. Lewinsky is at the 
centre of an investigation 
b> independent Counsel 
Kenneth Starr into allega- 
tions she had an affair with 
President Bill Clinton who 
suborned her to lie about it 
under oath — an impeach- 
able offence. 

Ms. Lieberman. who has 
appeared before Mr. 
Starr's grand jury, said she 
transferred Ms. Lewinsky 
out of the White House in 
April 1996 because of 
"immature and inappropri- 
ate behav iour.” 

Ms. Lewinsky. according 

to other White House 
aides, dressed pro vocal ive- 
l> and often left her duties 
to attend presidential 
events. 

An aide to Ms. 

Lieberman confirmed that 

Mr. Byrne voiced concerns 
about Ms. Lewinskv. but 

m 

said he was not the only 
one. In deciding to remove 
Ms. Lewinsky. Ms. 
Lieberman acted on simi- 
lar information and warn- 
ings from other sources. 

Ms. Lieberman never 
disclosed her testimony lo 
the grand jury, but denied 
ever receiving reports that 
Mr. Clinton and Ms. 
Lewinsky had been seen in 
a sexual encounter. 

Mr. Starr has subpoenaed 
Mr. Byrne and other Secret 
Service agents assigned to 
the president, but has been 
challenged in court by the 
Treasury Department, 
which argues that anything 
Secret Service personnel 
see or hear while guarding 
the president is privileged. 



Serbian Radical Party supporters celebrate after hearing the results of the referen- 
dum in Belgrade. Serbians voted 97 per cent against Western involvement in Kosovo 
in results based on a count of just over 20 per cent of municipalities, official media 

reported Friday (Reuters photo) 


Rugova condemns Serbian 


regime and extremists 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Kosovo Albanian 
leader Ibrahim Rugova 
condemned Friday the 
“violence of the Serbian 
regime" as well as “any 
kind of violence that may 
he provoked by various dif- 
ferent extremists." 

His comments came a day 
after reports of deadly 
clashes between the 
Yugoslav army and alleged 
ethnic Albanian fighters. 
Sixteen Kosovo Albanians 
were killed Thursday when 
trvins to infiltrate Kosovo 

m w 

territory from Albania. 

m 

accordinc to a statement 


from the military. 

But a Serb source close to 
the army said that at least 
23 Albanians were killed in - 
conflicts Wednesday and 
Thursday in the western 

m 

region of the province, near 
the border wtith Albania. 

Mr. Rugova told reporters 
that “the incidents on the 
border between Kosovo 
and Albania have been con- 
tinuing.” which showed a 
"danger for the spread of 
the conflict in the region." 

“We call on the interna- 
tional community to take 
preventive action," Mr. 
Rugova said. 


“We condemn the vio- 
lence of the Serbian regime 
and we condemn also any 
kind of violence that may 
be provoked by various dif- 
ferent extremists,’' he 
added. 

Mr. Rugova again denied 
any knowledge of the 
underground militant 
Kosovo Liberation army, 
accused of terrorism by 
Belgrade. 

"I am trying to find out 
who those people are. w r har 
are there goals, whether 
they exist or if maybe this 
is another Serbian game," 


Mr. Rugova said. 


Sweden’s ruling Social Democrats 


maintain lead in polls , 
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STOCKHOLM (.AFP) — 
Sweden's ruling Social 
Democrats have maintained 
their lead in the polls over the 
opposition Conservatives, 
five months ahead of legisla- 
tive elections, according to a 
poll published Friday. 

If the Sept. 20 vote were to 
bn? held today. Prime Minister 
Goeran Persson's Social 
Democrats would win 39.5 
per cent of votes, compared to 
27 per cent for the 
Conservatives headed by for- 
mer Bosnian civilian high rep- 
resentative and Prime 
MinisrerCarl BildL 

The Temo Institute poll was 
published in the Swedish 
dailv Dacens Nvheter. 


In February, the previous 
Temo poll gave the Social 
Democrats 37.4 per cent of 
voter support, against 27.5 per 
cent for the Conservatives. 

The Centre party, which 
provides crncial support to 
Social Democrats on key 
issues in parliament, would 
gamer seven per cent of the 
vote, up 1.1 per cent from 
February, while the Left (for- 
merly Communist) party is 
credited with eight per cent of 
votes, down one per cenL 

The Green party lost 1 .5 per 
cent from Feabruaiy to five 
per cenL 

Though the surv ey confirms 
the Person government's rise 
in the polls. Mr. Persson him- 


self is lagging behind Mr. 
Bikit in the popularity race. In 
a public opinion poll pub- 
lished in early April, 55 per 
cent of Swedes said they 
would prefer to see Mr. Bildt 
as prime minister after the 
election, compared to only 3S 
per cent for Mr. Persson. 

In the 1994 legislative elec- 
tions, the Social Democrats 
won 45.2 per cenr of votes and 
the Conservatives garnered 
22.4 per cenL 

Friday's Temo poll, con- 
ducted April 15-22. ques- 
tioned 1.032 people and has a 
margin of error of less than 
three per cent 


Doctors satisfied with Czech president 


INNSBRUCK. Austria (AFP) 
— Doctors pronounced them- 
selves “very satisfied" Friday 
with ailing Czech President 
Vaclav Havel's progress, after 
he woke from u drug-induced 
sleep. 

Mr. Havel “is awake and 
can breathe without assis- 
tance." doctors ^aid at a press 
conference, a day after taking 
the president off an artificial 
respirator. 

Professor Ernst Bodner. 

who operated on Mr. Havel in 

an Innsbruck hvn>pital. said 
Mr. Havel's full recovery was 
“in sight" and the president 
could leaxe the intensive care 
unit “within a few days." 

After an operation for a per- 
forated intestine April 14. Mr. 
Havel underwent further 
surgery to remove a small 


abcess from his stomach wall 
and was put into a drug- 
induced sleep Saturday when 
he had his bronchial tubes 
cleaned because of breathing 
problems. 

Mr. Havel was operated on 
in December 1996 tor the 
removal of a cancerous lung 
rumour and has been hospi- 
talised several times since. He 
was rushed to hospital on 
April 14 while holidaying in 
the Austrian Tyrol. 

Prof. Bodner said catheter-* 
inserted during surgery would 
be removed later Friday or 
Saturday. Most stitches would 

also be "taken oul 

Another hospital professor. 

Norbert Mutz. who is in 
charge of the intensive care 
unit, said Mr. Havel's organs 
uere functioning normally. 


However. Prof. Mutz added 
that a decisive moment would 
come when other machines 
assisting the president are shut 
down. 

Thursday a hospital 
spokesperson said the Czech 
president could again commu- 
nicate from time to time with 
his entourage. 

Mr. Havel had recovered 
Thursday morning from a 
“slighr” fever the night before. 
Austrian doctors added that 
his condition was "stable" and 
the scar from the operation for 
the perforated intestine was 

no longer inflamed. 

His doctors said Wednesday 
that his antibiotics dosage had 
been reduced and that his tem- 
perature had dropped to 36 
degrees Celsius. 
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ISLAMABAD (R)— The 

International Committee 

of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
said Friday it had decided 
to permanently move its 
expatriate staff . from a 
strategic northern Afghan 
city to another area or a 
neighbouring country. 

“The stability is some- 
times not very good in the 
northern region,” said Urs 
KAuser, head of the ICRC 
sub-delegation based in 
Mazar-i -Sharif, which is 
controlled by the anti- 
TaJeban alliance. 

“What we are looking at 
now is that we have coor- 
dination somewhere out- 
side Mazar. The possibili- 
ties we look at are near 
neighbouring countries 
which are more 'stable, or 
in (capital) Kabul or in 
Peshawar (in neighbour- 
ing Pakistan)” Ml 
K luser told a news con- 
ference. 

He said ICRC expatriate 
staff in northern 
Afghanistan had been 
looted, harassed on a 
number of occasions, and 
he felt their presence in 
Mazar would increase the 
risk to their activities. 

The ICRC pulled its 12 
permanent expatriate staff 
members out of Mazar 
last month after thgy were 
caught in heavy fighting 
between armed factions 
in the city. They have 
maintained assistance to 
the area using local 
Afghan emjployees^ 

. Their. , activitiesf in 
Magar jpcl tide - prodding 
medical assistance to 
local hospitals and visit- 
ing prisoners of war. 

"What we intend to do 
is to reduce our vulnera- 
bility, our visibility. It 
means we won’t have 
expatriates permanently 
based in Mazar. We are 
working on a system that 
local staff continue and 
expatriates go in and 
out," Mr. Kluser said. 

ICRC, with a $50-miI- 
lion budget for the coun- 
try'. says Afghanistan is its 
largest operation any- 
where in the world with 
about 100 expatriates and 
close to 1,000 local 
employees. 

Several other aid groups 
have stopped their activi- 
ties in Mazar and sur- 
rounding areas until the 
security situation 
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Mr. Kluser said ICRC 


activities in Taleban-con- 1 A 


mig 


trolled areas were facing 
less risk than in the north, 
where factional fighting 
erupts frequently between 

armed groups. 

The Taleban control two 
thirds of Afghanistan and 
have vowed to enforce 

their strict interpretation 

of Islamic Sharia Ia w 

across the country. They 

are opposed by the north- 
ern-based opposition 
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Simple funeral for former Greek president 


3S 5 


ATHENS ( AFPi — Former 
Greek leader Constantin 
C'antmanli> to be buried 
Friday e* entity in a simple cer- 
emony attended b\ a small, 
select group of mourners, 
according to the lute president's 
wishes. 

CaniiTUinlis died in the earlv 
hours of Thursday morning of 
heun failure in an Athens hospi- 
tal al the age of 9 1 . 

The funeral was scheduled to 
begin at frnn p. m . 1 1 5W) GMTi 
in the small church of Aghia 
Philoihei in a residential suburb 
of Athens. 


President Costis 

Slepnanopoulos and Prime 
Minister Costas Simitis were to 
head a small government dele- 
gation of mourners. 

Mr. Stcphanopoulos. who 
was in Budapest when 
Coramanlis died, paid his last 
respects to the Greek leader 
saying: "Caramanlis accom- 
plished duties which were high- 
ly upprecialed by the Greek 
people. Whatever his political 
functions, he always had in 
mind to serve his people." 

His Hungarian counterpart 
Arpod Goncz said Caramanlis 




was one of the principal 

democratic leaders in Europe, 

whose life-long work will have 

consequences for the future of 
Greece." 

Former French President 
Valov Giscard d'Estaing — a 
personal friend — was among 
the lew foreign notables 
expected to attend. 

Before he died. Caramanlis 
requested no flowers or wreaths 
ai his funeral, with any dona- 
tions directed to charitable 
organisations. 

Pfeople wishing to pay their 
last respects had been instruct- 
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Bangladesh 
campus 
after deadly 


Belgian government urged 
to quit after Dutroux escape 



DHaKA (AFP) — Hundreds 
of aimed polio: guarded (be 
Dhaka University campus 
Friday a day after a student 

activist was killed and 10 oth- 
ers injured in a gun battle, 
campus sources said 
Despite tightened security 
the campus remained tense 
but no violence was reported 
Friday with classes and 
offices shut for the weekly 
holiday. 

Panbpratim Acarya, a 
leader of ruling the Awami 
League student wing, was 
killed during Thursday's 
hour-long gunbattk with 
rivals from the opposition 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP). 

The Bangladesh Chatra 
League, the Awami League 
szudeur wing, and the BNP's 
student front Jatiyatabadi 
Chatra Dal blamed each other 
for the violence. 

Police, who intervened after 
fighting and raided dormito- 
ries, said they made 67 arrests. 

The condition of three of the 
10 injured students, was seri- 
ous, a campus official said. 

The official, who requested 
anonymity, held ^on-student 
outsiders” mainly responsible 
for tine shooting. 

'The outsiders are now 
dominating some of the uni- 
versity dormitories and we 
have asked police to take 
action,” he said. 

The gunbanle came after 
violence Wednesday when the 
two student groups exchanged 
shots over a minor incident. 


I 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
entire Belgian government 
came under pressure to 
resign Friday, a day after a 
short-lived escape by noto- 
rious paedophile Marc 
Dutroux dealt another dev- 
astating blow to public 

confidence in the country's 
police, judiciary and politi- 
cal system. 

Opposition parties have 
tabled three separate 
motions of no-confidence 

in Prime Minister Jean-Luc 
Dehaene's centre-left 
coalition. Parliament will 
vote on them Tuesday. 

Dutroux, a convicted 
paedophile awaiting trial 
for the murder of four girls 
and the abduction and 
abuse of two others, spent 
more than three hours on 
the run Thursday after a 
spectacular escape from a 
toosely-guarded court- 
room. 

Within hours of his rear- 
rest, Justice Minister 
Stefaan de Clerck and 
Minister of the Interior 
Johan Vande Lanotte had 
announced their resigna- 
tions. 

Prime Minister Dehaene, 
however, has signalled that 
he intends to try and ride 
out the storm, insisting that 
the government needs to 
stay in office in order to 
push through reforms of 
the police and judiciary 
promised in the aftermath 
of the Dutroux scandaL 
“Resigning is a luxury 
that the government cannot 
afford ax the moment,” Mr. 
Vande Lanotte said Friday. 

Mr. Dehaene’s govern- 
ment has pledged to imple- 
ment sweeping reforms of 
the criminal justice system 
in the aftermath of a damn- 
ing parliamentary report on 
the handling of the search 
for missing children that 



Former Belgian Interior Minister 
Johan Vande Lanotte speaks at a 
news conference In Brussels follow- 
ing his resignation after convicted 
child rapist Marc Dutroux ’s failed 
escape (Reuters photo) 


led to Dutroux 's arrest in 
August 1996. 

The report, published in 
February, concluded that 
some of the children found 
dead at the convicted pae- 
dophile's home could have 
been saved if had not been 
for the “amateurism, negli- 
gence and incompetence.” 
of the authorities. 

Marc Verwilghen, the 
highly respected deputy 
who chaired the parliamen- 
tary inquiry, said Friday 
that Mr. Dehaene had no 
option now but to quit. • 

“After this debacle, it is 
the only thing he can do,” 
Mr. Verwilghen, a member 
of the opposition Liberal 
party, said. 

Mr. Verwilghen 's com- 


ments were 
widely backed 
in the Belgian 
press. 

“The entire 

government 
should have the 
dignity to draw 
the conclusion 
from this 
affair," said the 
daily. La 
Nouvelle 
Gazette. 

Willy 

Deridder, the 
head of 

Belgium's gen- 
darmerie, was 
also urged to 
step down in 
the aftermath of 
Thursday’s 
events, which 
have again cast 
a spotlight on 
the apparently 
endemic com- 
placency and 
lack of profes- 
sionalism in his 
force. 

According to 
Belgian press 
reports, Dutroux was only 
apprehended again 

Thursday after more than 
three hours on the run and 
armed because he was 
sported, by chance, by a 
forest ranger. 

He had escaped by over- 
powering the gendarme 
charged with guarding him 
while he was in the court- 
room in the southern town 
of Neufchateau. 

In a chain of events • 
which was still unclear 
Friday, Dutroux somehow 
managed to seize the offi- 
cer’s gun, with which he 
threatened a second gen- 
darme before running from 
the building, hi-jacking a 
car and taking flight in his 
bid for freedom. 


Panic grips Valencia over hepatitis epidemic 
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VALENCIA, Spain (AFP) — 
A hepatitis C epidemic — 
apparently triggered by a 
(^-addicted anaesthetist — 
has sent a wave of panic 
through the eastern Spanish 
city of Valencia. 

Regional authorities said 
Friday that 217 people had 
tested positive for the hepatitis 
C virus in two of the city’s 
hospitals. 

According to regional 
Health Minister Juan Fames, 
around 80 of those infected 


French 

orchestra 

suing 

Pavarotti 

agents 


LYON, France (AFP.) — A 
French orchestra says it will 
sue agents of tenor Luciano 
Pavarotti for dropping it from 
a planned conceit because it 
allegedly was too expensive. 

The National Orchestra of 
Lyon (ONL) announced die 
move after negotiations with 
the three agents fell through 
at the eleventh hour. 

ONL director Patrice 
Amengau said ir would sue 
the agents in France and the 
United States for “breach erf 
commitment, false publicity 
and parasitical behaviour." 

Talks over the May 3 con- 
cert in Lyon, central France, 
were at an advanced stage 
when they were suddenly 
halted Wednesday, apparent- 
ly because the agents pre- 
ferred a less expensive 
Hungarian orchestra. 

Ml Armengau said cost 
had been the deciding fectot: 

The ONL was due to pick 
up 200,000 francs ($33,000) 
for the concert, which Mr. 
Annengau said was a stan- 
dard rate and equivalent to 
what die Strasbourg 
Pfaflhannomc Orch e stra was 
getting for a concert with Ml 

Pavarotti oa May 9. 

‘Tn trance, we have costs 
tod social charges which are 
different from other coun- 
tries,” be added. 


had previously been treated 
during suigery by anaesthetist 
Juan Maeso. 

Media reports alleged that 
the virus — which can be 
transmitted intravenously — 
had spread because Maeso 
used the same syringes in his 
work that he used to inject 
himself with mciphine. 

“Everybody knew.” a male 
nuise at Maeso s hospital was 
quoted as saying by national 
radio. 

The nurse, who declined to 


be identified, indicated that 
Maeso would sometimes 
inject himself during an opera- 
tion with drugs that he was 
also administering to the 
patient 

Maeso has admitted to using 
drugs, and to being hepatitis 
C-positive for more than a 
year. 

The regional health authori- 
ties said they planned to screen 
around 1,300 women who 
were treated at the Fe Hospital, 
where Maeso worked. 


between 1995 and 1998. 

Two doctors have already 
been placed on temporary' sus- 
pension over the scandal, 
while five others, including 
Maeso. ate the subject of an 
investigation. 

*Tt seems unthinkable and 
Illogical that (Maeso) could 
have contaminated patients 
without the knowledge of 
other doctors." said Luis Perez 
de Los Cobos. regional presi- 
dent of the Spanish 
Consumers’ Association. 


Economist Urgently Required 

A prominent US consulting firm specializing in economic 
development has an immediate opening for a Trade Economist to 
work on the policy reform component of the AMIR program in 
Amman, Jordan. This is an exceptional opportunity for personal 
growth and development in a professional environment. As well, 
the successful candidate can expect to receive an attractive salary 
and benefits package. 

Duties include analyzing trade policy reforms, reviewing 
baseline efficiency studies, preparing action/work plans, 
planning / managing training workshops, and advising on 
various aspects of WTO accession/compliance requirements. This 
position reports to the component leader on implementation of 
policy reform. 

Strong inter-personal skills are required to successfully work 

with and relate to a cross section of international experts, aid 
donors and senior government officials. The successful candidate 
will have either a Ph.D. or a Master's degree in Economics with a 
specialty or interest in international trade. He or she will be a 
Jordanian citizen, fluent in English and Arabic and have a 
minimum of three to five years work related experience 
depending upon academic qualifications. 

Initial engagement is for one year subject to an initial 
three-month probationary period. This position, is renewable 
annually thereafter for up to three additional years based upon 
satisfactory performance. 

The requirement is immediate and starting date is as soon as 
possible. All interested and qualified applicants are immediately 
requested to fax their CV to 560-3599 Attention: Senior Trade 
Economist, AMIR program, Shmeisani, Amman, Jordan for 
consideration. No telephone inquiries pleese. 

Deadline for receipt of applications is April 30, 1998 

Only candidates selected for an interview will be acknowledged. 


Hong Kong Democrats 
withdraw two election candidates 


HONG KONG (AFP» — 
Hong Kong's Democratic 
Party withdrew two lead- 
ing candidates from the 
territory's first legislative 
election under Chinese rule 

in the eleventh-hour when 
the two- week nominations 
closed Friday. 

The party' said Albert 
Chan and John Tse, both 
ousted legislators during 

British rule, would pull out 
of the geographical con- 
sutuency poll for the May 
24 Legislative Council 
election because they have 
the right of abode in a for- 
eign country. 

Mr. Chan and Mr. Tse, 
who both apologised for 
their carelessness, were 
reportedly among five who 
withdrew their candidacy 
because of passport issues. 

Mr. Chan said he did not 
realise his Canadian pass- 
port bad not expired and it 
would take four months to 


apply to forfeit his pass- 
port. Mr. Tse said he 
thought his U.K. passport 
was a travel document. 

Only candidates running 
for functional constituen- 
cies such as financial ser- 
vices, insurance, real estate 

were allowed to retain for- 
eign passports and right of 
abode. 

Yeung Sum, Democratic 
Party’s vice chairman, said 
their withdrawal would 
affect the election, adding 
it exposed the lack of party 
supervision over candi- 
dates' eligibility'. 

Mr. Chan said the regula- 
tions were not clear as the 
qualification only stated 
right of abode in foreign 
countries without specify- 
ing the passport. 

When nominations 
closed at 5:00 p.m. (0900 

GMT> Friday for the first 
election since Britain 
banded back Hons Kona 


last July L there were 167 
candidates, with more than 
10 candidates, mainly in 
functional constituency, 
going unopposed. 

China scrapped the elect- 
ed legislative council voted 
under British rule. 

One third of the 60-seat 

council will be returned by 

universal suffrage in geo- 
graphical constituencies. 
The other 40 will be decid- 
ed by special interest 
groups — largely business 
and professional bodies — 
and an 800-member elec- 
toral college. 

In the first pan of the 
election process, namely 
voting for members of the 
electoral committee, only 
23 per cent of eligible vot- 
ers turned out amid wide- 
spread confusion over eli- 
gibility'. 

The election in geograph- 
ical constituencies is a pro- 
portional representation 


system, u'ith the 20 seats 
divided into five con- 
stituencies. Voters must 
choose an electoral list of 
candidates rather than indi- 
viduals. 

Under Hong Kong's 
mini-constitution, the 

Basic Law, the level of 
democracy in the territory' 
will increase gradually 

over the next 10 years. A 

completely democratic 
system is provided for 
eventually, but no 
timetable has been set. 

Martin Lee’s Democratic 
Party js widely expected to 
pick up most of the 20 geo- 
graphical constituency 
seats in direct elections, as 
ihev did in elections in 
1995 and 1991. 

Mr. Lee and his party 
w'ere kicked out of the leg- 
islature at the handover of 
power, and have been lob- 
bying from the sidelines 
since then. 



uranium arrives at 


Scottish reprocessing plant 


DOUNREAY. Scotland 
(AFP) — A controversial 
consignment of uranium 
from the former Soviet 
republic of Georgia arrived 
at the Dounreay nuclear 
complex in Scotland Friday 
under heavy' police guard, 
witnesses said. 

The consignment was 
flown into the Royal Air 
Force base at Kinloss bv 
two U.S. Airforce Galaxy 
air freighters Friday for the 
final four-hour drive to the 
nuclear reprocessing plant 
on Scotland’s far north 

coasL 

Despite a public outcry, 
the British government 
agreed in a deal with the 
United Stales to accept the 
enriched uranium to prevent 


it falling into rebel hands in 
Georgia. 

The plane left the 
Caucasus republic capital of 
Tbilisi Thursday. 

Once treated, the five 
kilogrammes of material — 
including just less than one 
kilogramme of waste fuel 
— will produce two drums 
of intermediate-level 
nuclear waste. 

The British government 
said some of the uranium 
will be used to produce iso- 
topes for diagnosing and 
treating cancer. 

Environmental campaigners 
said they were considering 
launching a legal bid to try' 
to have the reprocessing 
stopped, Greenpeace has 
written to Deputy' Prime 


Minister John Prescott urg- 
ing him to store, rather than 
reprocess, the material. 

The Scottish National 
Party also accused the gov- 
ernment of showing “bad 
faith” towards Scotland. Its 
leader Alex Salmon accused 
Mr. Blair of “prostituting 
Scotland as a world nuclear 
dustbin to curry favour with 
the U.S. Clinton administra- 
non. 

There was no official 
comment from the Scottish 
and Foreign Offices, 
Dounreay or the RAF about 
the shipment. 

But Scottish Secretary 
Donald Dewar told BBC 
Radio Scotland Friday that 
he was happy for the urani- 
um to be dealt with at the 


plant. “We are prepared to 
do our bit under the non- 
proliferation treaty and be a 
good citizen in w'orld 
terms.” he said. 

In an article rn the 
Glasgow-based Herald 
newspaper, Mr. Dewar said: 
“I think what we are doing 
is right.” The material was 
“undoubtedly dangerous - * 
and had Iain uncomfortably 
close to some of the world’s 
worst trouble spots, he 
added in reference to 
Georgia's civil war. 

“We are all happy to pay 
lip-service to nuclear non- 
proliferation. Here’s a 
chance to do something 
about it and something of 
real international benefit” 
Mr. Dewar said. 
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Signpost for future 


THE ARAB states’ agreement last week on 
an anti-terrorist pact is a landmark 
achievement in the inter-Arab relations. 
The accord, which was signed by 22 Arab 
governments, calls for denying refuge, 
training and support to groups that may 
launch attacks on other countries. The 
agreement excludes from its mandate mili- 
tary operations as part of liberation move- 
ments and self-determination struggle. 

It is no secret that in the past inter-Arab 
ties were often strained by terrorist acts 
being waged from the territories of one 
state against another. Some Arab govern- 
ments were believed to be aiding and abet- 
ting terrorist groups that aimed to under- 
mine the stability and security of neigh- 
bouring countries. The Cairo agreement 
therefore bodes well for better Arab rela- 
tions and should lay the groundwork for 
more stable ties among Arabs which are 
free from intimidation and threats of sabo- 


tage. 


Arab capitals are now treaty obligated to 
cooperate with one another on security 
measures to combat terrorism directed at 

" ■ _ . , • ■, • i v.-. 

any of them. This projected security coor- 
dination would entail the -extradition-- of 
people apprehended in the course of com- 
bating terrorism. What remains to be seen, 
however, is the level of such cooperation 
and its effectiveness. 

In any case, the hope now is that the 
agreement will go beyond reducing or 
stamping out altogether all acts of sabo- 
tage that originate from any Arab country 
and lead to relaxation of border restriction 
and procedures and improved exchange of 
goods, touristic and cultural activities 
among member states of the Arab League. 

If this much is achieved, through the 
strict implementation of the accord, the 
Arab World can have more confidence and 
trust to build on it — for the benefit of its 
people. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Tareq Masarweh hailed an anti-terrorism 
pact signed at the Arab League in Cairo Wednesday as 
a seif as semi on of the Arab identity and a means of 
thwarting major power domination of the Arab World. 
The writer said that under the pretext of fighting tenor- 
ism major world powers, mainly the U.S.. have been 
imposing their domination on the Arabs and punishing 
the Arab and Islamic countries, accusing them of com- 
mitting acts of terrorism. The writer said the pact 
signed by the Arab countries pledges determination not 
to allow their lands to be used as stages for plotting. 


executing or organising, terrorist crimes. By this, said 
the writer, the Arabs have clearly displayed their stance 


against tenorism and refute claims that they condone 
terrorist actions against other nations. Masarweh said 
the Arab League should now take another step: that is to 
create inter- Arab institutions that can help the ordinary 
Arab citizens in the face of the onslaught of certain Arab 
governments' repression. He said that the time has come 
for the .Arab citizens everywhere to have their basic 

human rights respected. 


Al Ra’i daily described in an editorial the planned 
meeting in London by Palestinian and Israeli leaders to 
cry to settle the outstanding issues impeding the imple- 
mentation of the Oslo accord as another important 
opportunity for bringing about peace in the region. The 
paper said the world community which supports the 
peace process views this meeting as a platform to 
resume the peace talks and also believes that the meet- 
ing's failure could trigger another cycle of violence and 
create an atmosphere charged with tension that could 
lead to further conflicts. The paper said the coming 
meeting will clearly expose to the world the party that 
still obstructs peace and the party which is doing every- 
thing possible to attain the aspired peace and security. 
The Europeans, who are now hosting the meeting, 
ad ded the paper, have long realised the fact that it is 
Israel which continues to block any progress towards 
peace by disregarding the Oslo accord. It said while 
Jordan welcomes the London meeting it is hoped that 
the talks will yield fruit that would enable the peace 
camp to pursue" its endeavours towards a comprehensive 

settlement. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Kellatf 
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Meeting in London could turn out to b 




just another sideshow 


THE BRITISH initiative to break the deadlock in the 
Middle East peace process would be highly welcome if it 
represented an independent European Union (EU) effort 
to fill the obvious vacuum to secure a just, comprehen- 
sive and lasting Arab- Israeli peace. Evidently, it does 
not. 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair has made it clear that 
the May 4 parley participants in London will base their 
deliberations on U.S. proposals to lift the logjam in the 
Israeli-Palesri man negotiations. If anything, the Blair 
mission appeared to have been aimed at reinforcing the 
EU's role as the bankroller rather than a political force 
that would address the Imbalance in the peace process 
resulting from American reluctance to genuinely pressure 
Israel. 

That is the logical conclusion one can draw from 
Blair's repeated insistence that Europe must not “cut 
across the United States." and his focus on economic 
agreements designed to strengthen the Palestinian secu- 
rity forces' ability to crack down on Palestinian "militan- 
cy" rather than improving the lot of the residents of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

This British approach does not necessarily represent 
the positions of other members of the EU. but then not 
many of them are ready for an open confrontation with 
Blair — or Israel for that matter — for the sake of 
Palestinian rights. If anything, one gets the impression 
that Blair was merely serving as an American envoy in 
European garb rather than the head of a powerful bloc 
whose political and economic interests are at stake. 
American bias in favour of Israel, a bias admitted to just 
days ago by former ambassador to Israel and incumbent . 


Assistant Secretary of State Martin Indyk. is to blame. 
Cvnics even see the Blair mission as a preemptive 


strike against concerted EU action that could challenge 
the U.S. role as the sole "mediator*' in the Middle East. 


The current crisis in the peace process shows that 
Britain seems to have stepped in to defend the U.S. 
against mounting European criticism and ■ perhaps, some 
real movement to counter the American domination of 
developments in the Middle East. Britain's status as 
president of the EU is a perfect platform to launch such 
initiatives with the self-assumed backdrop of European 
political will. 

We in this part of the world have seen enough and more 
of such stunts. On the immediate ground, Blair’s affir- 
mation has set back hopes that the peace process could be 
restored on the right track and direction, for it has been 
clear for some time that the U.S." ideas are designed to 
exact further compromises from the Palestinians rather 
than breaking the Israeli obstinacy against returning any 
significant part of the West Bank to the Palestinians. That 
might not be the American objective, but that is what it 
amounts to on the ground, given the course of the peace 
process after the hard-line Likud-led government took 
office in 1996 and the nervous American approach that 
brooks no room for Palestinian aspirations for an inde- 
pendent state after decades of total denial. 

All American initiatives to break the on-again, off- 
again impasses in the peace process have based them- 
selves on Palestinian concessions towards the halfway 
mark between Palestinian demands and Israeli offers. 
Little attention was given to the basic fact that the Israeli 
offers, in the first place, had no semblance of justice or 


m • 

international legitimacy. The pattern has been that Israel 
makes an offer, Palestinians bold out for more, and the 
Americans amble along and convince the Palestinians to 
accept the Israeli offer with slight improvements. 

With every such “arrangement*' and “agreement/’Ithe 
goal of independent Palestinian statehood has been 
pushed farther beyond the horizon. For sure, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, wiU travel to London for their sep- 
arate meetings with U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright on May 4. It is also possible that Blair, seeking 
to score a nother point in his role in the affair, might also 
be able to arrange a meeting between Arafat and 
Netanyahu. The net outcome of the meetings, at best, will 
be a “magnanimous" Israeli gesture to increase the size 
of a proposed withdrawal from nine to 13 per cent of the 
West Bank. And Arafat hemmed in as he is between the 
devil and deep blue sea, will have no choice but to accept 
the offer, which, in real terms, falls far short of 
Palestinian demands. 

If that is not enough, Arafat will also have to do a song 
and dance in London about his "determination and com- 
mitment" to crack down on Palestinian ‘‘militants" — 
those who are not willing to accept what Israel is willing 

to offer. 

Let us not be taken for a ride. A real and effective 
European effort, supported by the political will to exert 
pressure on Israel to accept international legitimacy or 
face serious consequences, is what we need today rather 
than the gimmicks of the type cooked and spiced by the 
new team across the Atlantic. 


New higher education development 


plan 


£ 


overlooks sweeping changes 




Bv Dr. Ahmad Hourani 


THE LOCAL press has recently published 
the Higher Education Development Plan 
fHEDP) in Jordan. Personally, I have found 
the plan to be no more than a call for a con- 
tinuation of the status quo. since it has over- 
looked sweeping changes at the local and 
international levels, especially the drastic 
failure suffered by the states that had adopt- 
ed centralised planning, and the general ten- 
dency to move towards a market economy. 

Basically, the HEDP has assigned plan- 
ning and administration to the Higher 
Education Council, which has hitherto for- 
mulated and implemented higher education 
policies, an assignment which resulted in 
reducing the universities, public and pri- 
vate, to mere copies of each other, leaving 
little room for excellence. 

It is a well-known fact that independence 
is a pre-requisire for excellence. Private uni- 
versities have distinguished themselves by 
independently assigning policy formula- 
tion. development and modernisation to 
their boards of trustees and university coun- 
cils. Thus independence is crucial for devel- 
opment and modernisation. But in its 
absence, declared objectives and proposed 
strategies of institutions of higher learning 
will remain only slogans, alien to the reali- 
ties of education. 

It must be noted also that there has been 
an attempt to play down the significance of 
private universities simply because of the 
question of profit. Let' stop for a moment 
and look at the vital role of such universi- 
ties: 

1. The private universities were estab- 
lished with the following objectives: to 
attract an increasing number of students 
who by studying abroad spent badly needed 


hard currency: to safeguard the students 
against attending substandard universities: 
and to provide students with higher educa- 
tion institutions close to their home envi- 
ronment and under their parents' supervi- 
sion. 

2. The private universities have attracted 
large numbers of Jordanian students whose 
parents work abroad as . well as non- 
Jordanian students.,!! is scarcely necessary 
to polnt'out the importance of this fact at the 
national and economic levels. Thus the non- 
Jordanian student who studies at our univer- 
sities will develop an attachment to our 
countiy. and will spend substantial amounts 
that can help the economy. 

3. The private universities have applied 
very strict standards of quality control that 
have been so far unmatched by those of 
government universities. 

These are incontestable facts. 

Regarding the question of profit. I believe 
that tuition fees at private universities are 
decided on the basis of covering the expen- 
ditures and generating some profit level that 
will ensure continuity and development 
This objective is by no means peculiar to 
universities, but seems to apply to all corpo- 
rate structures. But the crucial question is: 
is it the case that any corporation that seeks 
profit will succeed in realising it? 
L'nfortunately, it is not. For example, Zarqa 
Private University and the University of 
Applied Sciences are both owned by die 
private sector, but their balance sheets pub- 
lished last year show that while the former 
had incurred a loss of JD600.000. the latter 
made a net profit of four million dinars. 
Profit is construed as dangerous and 
destructive if "based on monopoly, but in a 
milieu of free enterprise it is looked upon as 
healthy and excellent, with far reaching 


repercussions in all aspects of economic 
life. 

It is a fact that competition is the rule 
among private universities. The private uni- 
versities themselves compete against gov- 
ernment universities in the parallel pro- 
grammes, and against Arab universities and 
the universities in the world at large. Thus 
students are free to choose whatever univer- 
sity they will study in, and for any oniversi- 
'■tylo "attract sfddehts r< it mu& : distinguish' 
itself in one or more ways by concentrating 
on quality educational programmes. But 
centralised planning by the Higher 
Education Council hampers such plans by 
turning down requests to initiate new pro- 
grammes or to start graduate studies. 
Curiously enough, while some private uni- 
versities have cancelled certain of their pro- 
grammes that were not needed by the local 
markets, their requests to introduce pro- 
grammes really needed in the local markets 
have been inexplicably denied. This state of 
affairs becomes more alarming because pri- 
vate universities in neighbouring Arab 
countries are free to introduce any pro- 
grammes they choose. Some of their stu- 
dents are Jordanian and Palestinian who 
would very much like to study in our private 
universities had their desired fields of spe- 
cialisation been available. 

A student's admission to a private univer- 
sity is determined by his or her average 
score in the high school general exams, a 
score that is set by the Higher Education 
Council. Thus a student whose score is less 
than 60 per cent will not be admitted to the 
school of humanities, while a student with a 
score of less than 80 per cent will be ineli- 
gible for the science programmes. It is 
worth noting that students who do not qual- 
ify for admission in our private universities 


can easily enrol in Arab and foreign univer- 
sities, and the Higher Education Council 
will grant them full accreditation when they 
obtain their degrees. What is the wisdom in 
this apparently unfair practice? 

- There has been talk in the HEDP about 
the tuition fees being unreasonably high in 
private universities. However, a look at 
comparable fees in the private universities 
in the TJAE, Egypt, Yemen, Iraq; and so on 
in Saudi Arabia will show -that our iees'afe 
either equal to or less than those in these 
countries. Now where are the unreasonably 
high fees? While the HEDP is calling for a 
limitation on the private sector's involve- 
ment in higher education, the Europeans are 
trying to get the private sector to participate 
in running their universities in an attempt to 
make up for the lack of funding. 

The HEDP will be funded by a $70 mil- 
lion loan from the World Bank, which will 
aggravate Jordan's international debt Loans 
should be secured only for projects that can 
generate enough income to service them, 
but the HEDP, as we mentioned earlier, will 
result in consolidating the current state of 
affairs. 

The best way to ensure quality education 
is by setting up an independent accredita- 
tion commission, to be drawn from private, 
government, and international -personnel, 
for the purpose of rendering its services to 
whoever requests them in return for some 
specified fees. If such a commission is set 
up, the private universities will be quick to 
get their accreditation, for they are motivat- 
ed by profit, and profit can be realised only 
through offering quality goods and services. 


The writer is founder of Amman Private 
University. He contributed this comment to 
the Jordan Times. m 


‘Netanyahu scores again, peace talks will go nowhere’ 
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REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL dailies last week gave 
prominence to a visit to the Middle 
East by the British prime minister, 
the situation in the occupied Arab 
territories and regional and domes- 
tic affairs. 

Al Arab Al Yawm's Saleh Qallab 
said there is no need at all for the 
London conference which was 
called by the British prime minister 
to deal with the Arab-Israeli ques- 
tion. All that is required for peace to 
be achieved is for Israel to comply 
with the U.N. resolutions and 
respect the Oslo accord, said the 
writer. The time has come for the 
world to realise that Benyamin 

Netanyahu is manoeuvring and try- 
ing to escape the implementation of 

resolutions and agreements with the 
Arab side and it is time for the 
world to see that he is deceiving the 
leaders and the governments of the 
world. Qallab said. He added that 
there is no need for a meeting in 
London to make the world realise 
that it is Israel which is scoffing at 
all agreements and disregarding the 
will of the world community. 

AJ Dustour’s Oreib Rintawi 
described Tony Blair’s tour of the 
region and his call for the London 
parley between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians as a life buoy for 
President Bill Clinton and his 


administration which to date have 
failed to make any breakthrough in 
the stalled peace process. Biair has 
succeeded in persuading the 

Palestinians and the Israelis to go to 
London to discuss prospects for 
Israel's withdrawals, something 
which months of arduous talks had 
failed to achieve. Rintawi said. He 
noted that by shifting the meeting to 
London from the Middle East. 
Netanyahu proved once again his 
ability to play with time and to 
deceive the world. 

Al Ra’i’s Tareq Masarweh said 
Netanyahu's acceptance of meeting 
the Palestinians in London was one 
more facet of deception as the man 
is insincere in his claims to reach 
peace and he is not concerned with 
returning land to the Palestinians. 
Netanyahu’s government does not 

want to allow the Europeans to have 
any role in settling the Middle East 
question either, and this is clear 
from Israel’s past behaviour towards 
Europe, according to the writer. He 
said the Europeans are not welcome 
in Israel except to supply funds, and 
it is impossible to reach any accord 

in light of Israel's adamant stand. 
The writer said neither the 
Americans nor the Europeans con 
reach any settlement as long as 
Israel enjoys the full backing of the 
Zionist lobby worldwide, particu- 
larly in the U.5.. support which 
provides Israel further strength and 


makes it more obstinate. 

Ai Aswaq’s Yahya Mahmoud 
commented on HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson’s visits to the refugee camps 

while accompanying U.N. 

Secretary General Kofi Annan and 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
saving the visits reflected Jordan’s 

concern over the plight and the 
future of the Palestinian refugees. 
Indeed Prince Hassan wanted to 
highlight the international commu- 
nity's responsibility for the refugees 
and their rights to their homeland 
and compensation for lost property, 
Mahmoud said. He said the tours 
did not only reflect Jordan's adher- 
ence to the U.N. resolutions con- 
cerning the refugees but also the 
Kingdom’s endeavours to help the 
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displaced people and its determina- 
tion to back their demands to regain 
their rights. By this visit the Crown 
Prince wanted to reaffirm Jordan's 
call on the world community to 
shoulder its responsibility towards 
the whole Middle East question and 
the establishment of justice for the 
refugees. 

Commenting on the ongoinc feud 


between Hamas and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). Al 
Dustour’s Ali Safadi said that with 
the two parties at each other's 

throats Israel is afforded a free hand 
to commit further illegal actions and 
to ignore all Palestinian demands. 

Weakening either party is not in the 

interest of the Palestinian people at 
a time when the two sides are 
required to work hand in hand in 

securing their national interests, 
said the writer. He said if the PNA 
and Hamas are both working 
towards the same cause nothing 
should stand in their way. The two 

parties' close coordination in the 
past months resulted in Israel 
expressing desire to redeploy its 
forces in ihe occupied West Bank, 
and further coordination could place 
the Palestinians in a stronger bar- 
gaining position, he added. The 
writer said Hamas and the PNA 
should not turn the Palestinian land 
into an arena of conflict that might 
lead to civil war. 

Al Dustour's Jihad Momani criti- 
cised Jordanian deputies* rejection 
of the idea of creating a committee 
grouping Palestinian, Israeli and 
Jordanian parliament members to 
work for peace. As long as the 
objective is to end Israel’s occupa- 
tion and as long as the three 
wish to see justice established, it 
was wrong to reject the idea out. 
right, he said. The writer said the 


deputies should have accepted the I 

idea of a joint parliamentary team id 

present the case to die U5- ? 

Congress, die main supporter of 
Israel’s stands because by this (hey 0 £ 

would serve the Palestinian cause. 

The joint team could work better ^ 
and achieve more positive resole 
than direct government contacts 
because their members represent 
the peoples of Israel, Palestine and 
Jordan. •jg r Sna ‘w 

A writer for Al Aswaq urged ^ I 
Ministry of Health and Medical . 

Care to carry out a cstsspsiffl 'V*- 
designed to help Jordanians coo- 
front and fight cancer. Citing state- 
merits by leading specialists declar - ! ^ r jrt 

ing that every year 3,500 new can- | 
cer cases appear in Jordan, & j 
writer said that this causes al 31111 : 
and calls also for speedy action oo 
the part of the health authorities- He : i, ^ar^tor 4 
said that the cancer centre should ** . 
open for all types of cancer, 
nationwide awareness cainpoiSJJ r< 
should be started as soon asposs^ 
to urge people to have ^ Jg. ^ 

examinations for early detect^® 01 JS fli j/h ^ 

the disease. According to the writ* jj c 
the number of cancer cases & 

Jordan has been rising due to ^ 
effects of the Israeli - ^ " 

nuclear reactor on the southern?®? 
of the country and on E gf&v.! 
said the government slioul^^ I 
immediate attention to this ufl*® p c? 'S ' 
issue. • -■■‘-r-*-' 1 
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Living with the Palestinian 




By Ethan Bronner 

REHOVOT, Israel — At 
first, Ibrahim Shikaki is lost 
amid (he widened roads, 
bowling alley and Toyota 
garage off Menachem Begin 
Avenue. But having spent 
bis first 2Q years herein what 
was once die village of 
Zamouga, he insists flat 
even at age 70 he will gain 
his bearings. At the intersec- 
tion of streets remembering 
Israelis who fought in the 

1967 and 1973 wars, he says: 
"Turn right- The mosque 
used to be that way” 

It still is, up a dirt toad, 
crumbling and fenced off, 
with six-foot-high weeds 
climbing a steel door that 
now bears a Star of DavidL 
The sight of the dome from 
winch Shikaki used to call 
for prayers produces tales of 
his imam lather, the surviv- 
ing mulberry tree elicits 
memories of his sisrer, and 
the few remaining houses 
from his era bring to his 
tongue (he names of their 
former owners — Ahmed 
Nimr here, Hashem Qassab 
there. 

The Shikakis farmed this 
land for generations, if not 
centuries, cultivating wheat 
and apricots, oranges and 
cucumbers. In May 1943, 
they fled the fighting that led 
to die establishment of Israel 
and were never permitted 
back. Their house was 
demolished and their land 
given to Jews. Today their 
former village is on the out- 
skirts of the Israeli city of 
Rehovot, and die clan lives 
as refugees in the sand- 
choked, litter-strewn town of 
Rafahar the southern edge of 
the Gaza Strip. 

The last half century has 
not been an easy one for 
Shikaki, scion of a respected 
village family eking out a 
living as a day labourer in the 
Jewish state. In many ways, 
his story and that of his eight 
children " — including a 
founds of Islamic Holy War, 
a ppa^ssor,. a, .businessman 
■^ims^ed-worka^ — is r ; 
that of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, a saga of humiliation and 
fury but also one of emerg- 
ing accommodation and 
rebirth. 

Israel is observing its 50th 


catastrophe 




anniversary, celebrating the 
vibrant and democratic 
regional superpower estab- 
lished upon the ashes of Nazi 
genocide. But for the Pales- 
tinian Arabs, the anniversary 
marks the Nakba, or cata- 
strophe. 

The Arabs had rejected the 

1947 U.N. plan to partition 
British-controlled Palestine 
into Jewish and Arab states, 
and when Israel declared its 
independence the next 
spring, five Arab countries 
attacked. By the r?mg the 
fighting ended. Israel had 
conquered far more land than 

had been allotted to it under 
the plan, and some 700,000 
people — half the Palestin- 
ian Arab population ai the 
time — had fled or were dri- 
ven out. 

Those who remained with- 
in Israel took up the truncat- 
ed existence of internal 
refugees, mistrusted and 
feared, seeking a middle way 
between their state and their 
people. The rest were scat- 
tered. largely around the 
Arab World, many in refugee 
camps in Lebanon, Jordan, 
Syria and Egyptian-con- 
trolled Gaza. They lived 
from sacks of U.N. radons 
and in temporary shelters 
that many have never left 
Others ended up in the Arab 
Gulf. Africa, Europe and the 
Americas. 

Stunned into quiescence 
for decades, the Palestinians 
channelled their rage in the 
late 1960s — after the 1967 
Arab-lsraeli war left the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
under Israeli control — 
through Yasser Arafat’s 
Soviet-backed Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation, hijack- 
ing aeroplanes and setting 
off bombs. In the late 80s, 
the occupied territories 
exploded into a rock-throw- 
ing, tyre-burning anti-Israel 
rebellion known as the 
intifada. 

Long preoccupied with 
their own nation-building, 
the Israelis could no 'longer 
jopk away! Andjhe ^e$tini- f , " 
- ans, ip the pret^Sovief: world, j , 
understood they had to scale 
back their demands. In 1993, 
ou the South Lawn of the 
White House, the unimagin- 
able occurred: Arafat and the 
Israeli prime minister. 


Yitzhak Rabin, shook hands 
and agreed on interim limit- 
ed self-rule for Gaza and 
portions of the West Bank. 
There is one year left to that 
deal which has stalled under 
mutual recrimination. 

Do Americans know? 

do they care?’ 

The focus this month on 
celebration of the events of 
1943 has been galling for 
Palestinians, who feel their 
agony has been ignored. 

“Do Americans know our 
land was taken by force?” 
Ibrahim Shikaki asked 
recently, sitting in his living 
room in Rafah, the 
muezzin's call to prayer 
piercing the early evening 
ait “Do they care? There 
were United Nations resolu- 
tions demanding we be 
allowed to go back to our 
land. But (hey were not 
enforced. America imposes 
resolutions on Iraq but not on 
Israel.” 

For most Israelis, the idea 
of Shikaki staking claim to 
victimhood is chilling. His 
first-born, Fathi Shikaki. 
founded the Iranian-backed 
Islamic Holy War oiganisa- 
uotL, whose stated go ai is to 
destroy the Jewish state 
through aimed struggle and 
replace it with a Palestinian 
state based on Sharia, or 
Muslim law. 

The Israeli military says 
Islamic Holy War has been 
behind scores of attacks on 
Israelis here and abroad, 
including one on an Israeli 
tour bus in Egypt in February 
1990, in which 9 Tourists 
were killed and 17 wounded. 
In January 1995, an Islamic 
Holy War member placed 
two bombs at a soldiers' 
hitchhiking post in north- 
central Israel, killing 20 sol- 
diers and a civilian. In Sep- 
tember of that year, a suicide 
bomber from the same group 
rammed his car into a bus in 
the Gaza Strip and caused 
the death of 7 soldiers and an 

" -j - - j j-. i.,ii dp i j ■.* j ■ 

American student. 
rjSix latec Fathi, in 
transit to his base in the Syr- 
ian capital, Damascus, was 
assassinated in Malta. Israel 
does not take responsibility 
for such operations, but it is 
nearly universally assumed 


both here and abroad that his 
killing was (he work of 
Israeli agents. 

Fathi Shikaki was bom in a 
Gaza refugee camp in 1951 
and, like many others, his 
early years were marked by 
hardship and displacement. 
Two-thirds of the one million 
inhabitants of the Strip are 

refugees or their descendants 
and half of them are still in 
camps. The man who would 

laier view* Ayatollah Khome- 
ini as a mode! and promote 
street knifings and suicide 
bombings was a gifted pupil. 

Pushed to study by his illiter- 
ate mother, he won a scholar- 
ship to medical school in 
Cairo. He laier combined his 
practice as a physician with 
gun-running until jailed and 
ultimately deponed bv Israel 
in 1 9SS. 

Paradoxically, Fathi was a 
man of warmih and normal 
leadership who impressed 
nearly all who met him with 
his verbal skill and nuanced 
mind. He is considered an 
important Palestinian politi- 
cal theorist, among the first 
to call for regional Islamic 
revival through a focus on 
the Palestinians and to look 
to Iran as a model for Arabs. 
This physician was among 
the first proponents of \*io- 
jence in the Islamic camp. 

The paradoxes do not stop 
there. One of the most 
thoughtful and critical ana- 
lysts of Faihi's work is his 
brother Khalil Shikaki, 44, 
the second son of Ibrahim 
and Khadra Shikaki and a 
political scientist who rejects 
all violence and works close- 
ly with several Israeli schol- 
ars. 

Khalil Shikaki. who earned 
his Ph.D. from Columbia 
University, is a professor at 
AJ-Najah University in the 
West Bank city of Nablus 
and director of the Centre for 
Palestine Research and Stud- 
ies, one of the few indepen- 
dent research institutes in the 
Arab World. 

Khalil, who looks remark-, 
ably like his brother — the 
same eyes, the same beard, 
the same build — says the 
split between them over how 
to handle the tragedy that 
befell their parents is com- 
mon in Palestinian families. 

“The national and Islamic 


The Saturday Crossword 
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ANIMAL TALK 

By Edgar Fontaine, Dighton, Massachusetts 


ACROSS 
1 BrazSan soccer 
. fipreal 
5 Parody 
10 Daspteed 
16 Ones more 

19 Trebekcf . 
'Jeopardy* 

20 Of ocean motion 

21 Of use 

22 Ifegue amount 

23 Dubious buy 
25 71k 

27 Jewish ho&day 
2B Disfigures 

30 Appfias color 

31 Hammered on a 
slant 

32 Female red deer 

33 Marshes 

34 Fasten tfgfttfy 
again 

37 __ Domingo 


42 Greek goddess of 


43 Striped semi- 
predous 
gemstone 
45 Zodiac sign for 
most of August 

48 one's heefe 

47 Oocupamofa 
marina 
43 Socketed 

50 Wffllam. the 
Quaker 

51 Stale offletafc abbr. 
62 Indoor television 

anlenna 

56 Gap in time 

57 Lifts 

59 Lean and lanky 

60 Pester 

61 Dilapidated 


62 Everiy Brothers hit 

of 1957, "Wake up 
Utile * 

63 Persona non 

64 Shades of black 
and brawn 

66 ■ of Fortune” 

67 Thin coverings, 
say of saver 

70 Church singing 
group 

71 Guflaw 

73 Skater Babitonia 

74 tnthesamd 

75 Eastern bigwig 

77 Wefl-practiced 
skins 

78 Sooty matter 

79 Ruin 

80 Hoax 

84 Enact 

85 Misfits 

88 Job stations 

89 Listed to one side 

90 AI Capone's 
nemesis 

91 Mow at a quick 


92 

93 


1 

2 

3 

4 

IB 




23 




27 





34 

35 

35 

42 



4 



51 



47 


r 


97 

101 

103 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 
111 

112 


WHd pig 
Debates 
Polish 

Storage structure 
Dow slump 
Greatest part of 
anything 

-noire (bugbear) 

Lift 


Tenfefe name? 
out a living 

(scraped by) 
Affirmatives 
Spooky Belgian 
artist 

Mosquito, e.g. 



1 "Hair producer 

Joseph 

2 Lamb's pen name 

3 Table support ‘ 

4 AAve 

5 _ off (repeOed) 

6 LB® church 
organs 

7 Stanch 

8 radge Boys 

9 Bond creator 

10 Cigar container 

11 Components of 
everything 

12 Mata} containers 

13 Moose - 

14 Became more 
■dense 

15 5l Francis of 

18 Parson, place, or 

Nng 

17 Send out 
IB Dampens 

24 Nary e soul 
26 Yin and _ 

29 Poker pot Starter 

32 Part of Hispaniola 

33 Actress Dunaway 

34 Long, narrow crest 
** SweshbucWng 

Rynn 

Building material 
far we£s 



37 (.to ps a stiletto 

38 Sfcppy 

39 Hopkins-Hurt fBm 

(with The”) 

40 intuit 

41 Copier fluid 

44 Sudden onrush 

47 Scuffing materials 

48 Follow orders 
SO Singer Page or 

LaBeSe 

52 Estimator 

53 More authentic 

54 atong (ambles) 

55 OW-womanteh 

56 Detest 

58 Bona Me 
60 Quotes one's own 

autobiography? 

62 Seaside 

63 Satiate 

64 Ukeable loser 

65 in from _ 

66 Rotation sounds 

67 Splits hair 

68 Speedometer, e.g. 

69 Located 

72 Goes on and on 

75 Special 
messenger 

76 West and othw^ 
78 The 'Enterprise/ 

•*9- 


81 

82 

83 

64 


87 


91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 


99 

100 

102 

104 


Hfchtime? 

Getty of The 
Golden Girts” 
Makes airtight 
Accustomed 
Abound (with) 
More relaxed 

"Wa hold __ mahs 
to be. M ” 

Drum 

Singer Lana 
Smell strongly (of) 
Entryway 
Aspen mode of 

liw7 
hfigh crags 
Own 

Periods of time 
Concavity 

■Norma 
Charfeson or 
McKatten 
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ideologies hive taken over 
from the family as a structur- 
al unit," he said, “In the past, 
(he families controlled 
everything with family loy- 
alty coming firsi and fore- 
most Now, Islamic and 
nationalist ideologies have 
completely transformed 
Palestinian society.” 

Khalil's research centre 

has the feel of a Western aca- 
demic institution with its 
beige carpeting and ported 
plants and young researchers 
staring at computer screens. 
But its ivork, especially its 

opinion surveys, is pioneer- 
ing here. Its field workers 
have had to draw their own 
maps of towns and neigh- 
bourhoods and conduct 
their own demographic 
research because of a lack of 
data. 

Palestinians like most 
Arabs, are unused lo offer- 
ing opinions on their leaders 
without fear of reprisal, so 
the centre has worked hard 
at training the poll-taken to 
reduce suspicions among the 
public. Palestinian and 
Israeli scholars agree that 
Khalil's data, which come 
out monthly, are the most 
consistently reliable. 

West Bankers, Gazans, 
all in a family 

Khalil's wife, Wafa, who 
is from die West Bank town 
of Tulkarm, works on an 
American-financed project 
promoting democratic atti- 
tudes. While she covers her 
head in Muslim tradition, 
their three children — 
Mima, 18, Ibrahim. 14, and 
LeiJa. 1 1 — look very Amer- 
ican in their T-shirts and 
pants. Muna, who does not 
cover her head, will enter 
Bir Zeit University next fall 
and says she wants to devote 
herself to her people, per- 
haps as a journalist She has 
already begun a muckraking 
career, having investigated 
Palestinian police abuse in 
her town for ‘The Awaken- 
ing,” the high school news- 
paper she founded. 

“We run lots of features on 
human rights and democra- 
cy,’' she said. 

Like most West Bankers. 
Khalil ShikakTs family 
rarely makes visits to Gaza. 
The Israeli authorities do not 
issue many permits for 
movement between the two 
zones because of security 
concerns. In fact, Palestini- 
ans, despite having their 
own police force and elected 
p aril ament and passports 
and other trappings of self- 
determination, are subject to 
Israeli security' requirements 
and often feel caged in by 
such restrictions. Their 
autonomous zones are not 
contiguous and they find 
themselves faced with 
Israeli checkpoints on all 
sides. 

So contact between 
Khalil's family and their 
Gaza cousins is rare. For 
Muna and her siblings, their 
notion of Palestine is limited, 
to the West Bank, a more 
prosperous and less tradi- 
tional area of about 1.7 mil- 
lion, compared with the 
more religious, socially con- 
servative Gaza. 

If the split between Khalil 
and his older brother, Fathi. 
offers a Palestinian case 
study, it is their brother next 
in line, Abdul-Aziz, 42. who 
may be more emblematic 
still , embodying common 
and important ~ contradic- 
tions. Another good student 
and winner of a scholarship 
to Egypt to become a phar- 
macist, Abdul- 

Aziz married his fust cousin. 
Nima, who was studying 

medicine there. His associa- 
tion with the Muslim Broth- 
erhood in Egypt led to his 
expulsion from the country 
after he completed Ids stud- 
ies. 

Abdul-Aziz, like most 
Palestinians, considers his 
Islamic militant brother a 
hero, and when his sixth 
child was bom a few months 
ago, he was named Fathi. 

As is common in Gaza. 
Abdul-Aziz is an observant 
Muslim who prays daily and 
says he believes that suicide 
bombers who attack Israelis 
go to Paradise. He dismisses 
the 1993 deal between Israel 
and the PLO on Palestinian 
autonomy as a sham. He 
sees no difference between 
Benyamin Netanyahu, the 
hawkish Israeli prime minis- 
ter accused by Arabs of 
stalling the process, and his 


predecessor. Rabin, who was 
assassinated for his peace 
efforts. Neither would give 
the Palestinians what is 
rightfully theirs, he says. 

Finally, Abdul-Aziz insists 
that there can be no peace or 
justice until his family wins 

back its ancestral farmland, a 
move no Israeli government 
would countenance and a 
goal that Arafat's Palestinian 
Authority has effectively 
abandoned. 

And yet Abdul-Aziz 
ShikakTs actions reveal a 
hidden pragmatism. While 

offering a picture of utter 
despair, he is in fact deeply 
engaged in the process of 
constructing a new 1 Palestin- 
ian entity alongside Israel. 
He owns a building in Rafah 
that houses his pharmacy 
along with a variety shop 
belonging to another broth- 
er. Khaled, and apartments 
for many of the dan's fami- 
lies. Moreover, Abdul-Aziz 
is pan of a consortium of 
pharmacists and doctors who 
are establishing the first 
pharmaceutical factory in the 
Gaza Strip, in itself pan of 
the nascent industrialisation 
of the economy that is so 
vital to creating a viable 
Palestinian entity after 
decades of occupation. 

Due to open this summer, 
the Middle East Company 
for Pharmaceutical Indus- 
tries will employ 60 full-time 
workers and produce cough 
syrup, aspirin-like anal- 
gesics. and ami-diarrhoea 
medicine. Designed by 
Israeli engineers, with whom 
Abdul-Aziz has met regular- 
Iv, and based on international 

m 

standards, the S2 5-million 
enterprise occupies a bright 
new building near the Israeli 
border and is gradually fill- 
ing up with European and 
American equipment 

An honest respect 

for Israel's success 

Abdul-Aziz has also pur- 
chased several acres of farm- 
land in southern Gaza where 
he and his family cultivate 
olives, wheat and almonds. 
His father, Ibrahim, spends a 
couple hours every day 
working the land, and the 
family gathers there most 
Fridays for work and a pic- 
nic. He has begun building a 
small house on the site. 

"I love land, and it is good 
for my father to come here,” 
he said one afternoon walk- 
ing between the young olive 
trees, picking wheat stalks 
and offering their grains as a 
snack. “This w'av mv chil- 

m w 

dren also learn the value of 
land. It reminds us of our 
roots. We like to work here 
together, irrigating and plant- 
ing. W ; e make olive oil and 
give it away to our cousins." 

Abdul-Aziz also reveals 
admiration for what Israel 
has accomplished, implying 
an ability to coexist not evi- 
dent from h is other com- 
ments. The gap between his 
words and his feelings is not 
uncommon among the many 
Palestinians who regard 
Israel both as the source of 


their misfortunes and the 
best model for them in the 
region. 

"The Israelis deserve what 
they have, in many ways" 
Abdul-Aziz said one 
evening. "Their democracy' 
is one of [heir greatest 
strengths. They have devel- 
oped a society that is more 

civilised than’ ours. We are 
still suffering from our lack 
of civilisation. Israel has 

advanced science and we 

don't. We are ignorant. Israel 
is a pan of the world. All the 
world supports Israel." 

Foreign support for Israel 
is a complaint heard among 
the teadWrs at the middle 
school attended by his third 
child, Ibrahim, 15. Like his 
West Bank cousin. Ibrahim 
is founder and editor of a 
school newspaper. But in 
keeping with his more reli- 
gious upbringing, he has 
named his ‘The Lamp of AI 
Aqsa." a reference to the 
Jerusalem mosque view'ed 
by Palestinians as their 
national symbol held illegal- 
ly by Israel. His paper runs 
Koranic verses and editorials 
on defending the homeland. 

The young were the main- 
stay of the uprising a decade 
ago, the so-called “Children 
of Stones " Many took to the 
streets and missed school. 
Todav, the Palestinian 

Authority is seeking to re- 
educate that generation 

and repair the tom social fab- 
ric. 

Ibrahim's school registry 
lists all pupils with their par- 
ents' town or village of ori- 
gin from 1 948, many of 
them no longer in existence, 
and the teachers instruct the 
youngsters never to forget 
their origins or their struggle 
to return. 

Ibrahim, who says he 
wants to be a doctor, has 
never had a conversation 
with an Israeli aside from 
hostile exchanges with sol- 
diers at checkpoints outside 
the Jewish settlements near 
his house. Some 4,000 heav- 
ily guarded and mostly reli- 
'gjou$ Jetfi still live in Gaza, 
taking up a third of its land, a 
source of fierce local irrita- 
tion. Ibrahim says he cannot 
imagine making friends with 
any Israeli. 

Palestinian state 

is “all we want’ 

The lives of the other 
Shikaki siblings are equally 
reflective of their society. 
The husbands of two sisters 
work in Israel in factories 
and under newly relaxed 
rules introduced last month 
often spend the night in 
Israel rather than returning 
each day. 

A third sister, Leila, lives 
with the family of her hus- 
band, Nabil, who left his 
work in Israel to join the neiv 
armed police force estab- 
lished by Arafar four years 

ago, perhaps the most palpa- 
ble symbol of Palestinian 
autonomy. The mother of 
five, Leila says the arrival of 
the Palestinian Authority has 
made life much safer. She no 


longer fears that Israeli sol- 
diers will break in at night in 
search of suspects and the 
nightly curfews of past years 
are gone. 

“All we want is our state in 
the West Bank and Gaza," 
she said, her 3-year-old 
daughter, NibaJ. on her lap. 
“But of course, the most 
important is Jerusalem. 
Nothing is wonh it if we 
can’t have Jerusalem.” 

Leila's husband. Nabil, has 
a crisp blue uniform and an 
AK-47 semi-automatic rifle 
and sits contentedly ax a 
checkpoint within the Gaza 
Strip watching cars as they 
pass near the newly built but 
unused airport. Israel has 
continued to oppose the 
opening of the airport on 
security grounds, still anoth- 
er issue of ^contention here. 
The Palestinian police also 
face the task of stopping 
Islamic militants who 
oppose Arafat's peace deal 
with Israel. 

Despite their anger and 
religious bent, none of the 
younger Shikakis appear to 
have become active either in 
Islamic Holy War or its larg- 
er sister organisation, 
Hamas, to w'hich about a 
fifth of the population vows 
allegiance. Many young 
Shikakis say they long only 
for a state in Gaza and the 
West Bank. This is some- 
thing Arafat asserts he will 
declare — folkwing Israel's 

w- 

example 50 years ago — in 
May 1999, when the interim 
period in the peace process 
ends, if negotiations remain 
stalled. 

This fits another new pat- 
tern — Palestinians emulat- 
ing Israel’s tactics. There is 
now a vigorous debate in the 
Palestinian community as to 
whether it was a mistake not 
to have accepted the U.N. 
partition plan in 1947. 

The young Shikakis pro- 
fess an attachment to their 
father's old village but none 
have ever gone ’there.- They 
seem intent, most of all, on 
rebuilding their shattered 
society in their new home. 

Typical of this growing 
pragmatism was a comment 
by Abdul-Aziz’s wife, Nima, 
who often expresses herself 
in militant terms. Asked 
about the moderation of her 
brother-in-law. Khalil, the 
political scientist, she said it 
u'as his Western education 
that made him different. She 
added, “1 would be very 
happy to have all my chil- 
dren educated just like 
Khalil.” 

And Abdul-Aziz, offering 
one of his more radical asser- 
tions, caught himself. He 
insisted that he would give 
up all he owned in Gaza for 
“one square metre” of his 
family's ancestral land and 
the right to return there. Then 
he laughed and said, “I can 
dream, can't I?” 

— The New York Times 
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Italians pledge to boost investments 


Producers of cosmetics 


and increase joint projects in Jordan 


and A1 Numeira firm 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Italy has 

pledged to increase its 

investments and joint ven- 
tures in Jordan as a rational 

consequence to its political 

role within, the European 
Union (EU) to help stabili- 
ty and improve the eco- 
nomic climate in Mediter- 


ranean countries. 

“Currently, bilateral trade 
is characterised by high 
quality, but Italian invest- 
ments in the Kingdom are 
very scarce," admitted 
Italy’s Under-secretary for 
Foreign Trade Antonello 
Cabras. 

■ 

“Though typical of the 
Italian presence in ail inter- 
national markets, this is a 


negative element, which 


the [Italian] government 
intends to actively reverse,” 
Senator Cabras said Thurs- 
day. 

Addressing a meeting at 
the Amman Chamber of 
Industry (ACT) between a 
visiting Italian trade dele- 
gation and Jordanian offi- 
cials and businessmen. 
Senator Cabras said Italy 
intended to increase joint 
ventures starting from 
those sectors in which it 
excels at the global level, 
such as garments and wear, 
mining and stone industry, 
chemicals and pharmaceu- 
ticals. ns well as food prod- 
ucts. 

“Such economic initia- 
tives support and comple- 
ment our political role in 
the EU to encourage stabil- 
ity in the Mediterranean 
countries, thus improving 
their investment environ- 
ments and boosting their 
economic growth” said 
Senator Cabras, who head- 
ed a high-level business 
delegation on a two-day 
visit here. 

Official statistics - for the 
year 1997 show a wide 


imbalance in trade rela- 
tions between the two 
countries. While Jordan 
imported $242 million 

worth of Italian goods — 
mainly machinery and 
spare parts, pharmaceuti- 
cals and bio-chemicals, 
textile, and marble — the 
Kingdom’s exports to the 

EU founding member state 

amounted only to S19 mil- 
lion — mainly potash, 
tomato paste, and goat 
skin. 

Nevertheless, Italy has 
been, until 1996. the first 
European importer of Jor- 
danian goods and the sec- 
ond EU exporter to the 
Kingdom. after Germany. 

“The practical means for 
amending the situation is 
through cooperation in 
joint ventures and invest- 
ments in promising prod- 
ucts exportable to neigh- 
bouring and European mar- 
kets.” said ACI Chairman 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan. 

Pointing to the already- 
existing “promising exam- 
ples of successful Jordan- 
ian-Italian joint-ventures.” 
Mr. Abu Hassan urged the 
Italian delegation to “seri- 
ously consider investment 
in Jordan, where the busi- 
ness climate is very healthy 
within a free economic sys- 
tem, political stability, and 
security.” 

Noting that Jordan’s 
main markets are Iraq, the 
Gulf countries, and Pales- 
tine, Mr. Abu Hassan asked 
Italy to work for the lifting 
of the eight-year sanctions 
against Baghdad and to put 
pressure on Israel to loosen 
“the oppressive restrictions 
on trade exchanges 
between Palestine and Jor- 
dan.” 

Italy has long advocated 
the lifting of the U.N. 
embargo imposed on the 
Iraqi people, and was 
among* the firsrcounEries t<T l 
open, in late 19?6. an jhier-^ 


est section in Baghdad. 

“Italy can play a support- 
ing role to see the unjust 


economic sanctions against 


Iraq removed, and also [to 

eliminate] the obstacles 
(facing Jordan's] trade with 
Palestine because of the 

Israeli rejection of the 
peace process,” he said. 

"Any feasible investment 

will be most welcome, 
especially under the Euro- 
Jordanian Association 
Agreement, signed in 
November 1997. which 
opens wide horizons for 
cooperation,” Mr. Abu 
Hassan added. 

Senator Cabras replied 
by stressing his govern- 
ment’s determination to 
“best utilise all available 
instruments, not only at the 
bilateral level, but especial- 
ly those established in the 
Euro- Mediterranean 
framework and aimed to 
finance infrastructure 
development and favour 
productive investments." 

Senator Cabras referred 
to the Meda programme, 
launched by the EU in 
1996. to financially assist a 
number of development 
and production projects in 
1 2 Mediterranean coun- 
tries. including Jordan. 

The Italian delegation 
included representatives 
from 10 companies operat- 
ing in various sectors, 
ranging from electro- 
mechanical plants, energy, 
transport and stone indus- 
try. as well as mining, 
telecommunications, furni- 
ture. and food. 

The two-day visit, which 
comes as part of a one- 
week Mideast tour includ- 
ing Syria and Lebanon, 
was aimed to boost trade 
lies between the two coun- 
tries, and familiarise Italian 
companies with the Jordan- 
ian market 

Around fifty representa- 
tives from both medium 


and small-scale Jordanian 
companies, but also big 
industries, such as the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines 

Company and the Jordan 
Telecommunication Com- 
pany (JTC). atrended the 

meeting and held talks with 

Italian counterparts. 

“Our objective is to find 

the right partners for our 

research centres and scien- 
tific institutions." said 
Mario Pani. from Con- 
sorzio 21. a government 
agency for regional devel- 
opment currently involved 
in the establishment of a 
scientific and technological 
park in Sardinia. 

“We are here to evaluate 
the possibility of joint pro- 
jects and initiatives" Mr. 
Pani told the Jordan Times. 

Most Jordanian partici- 
pants said they were look- 
ing for knowhow and tech- 
nologies. 

“We are looking for new 
technologies that are 
already available in Italy 
but not yet here." said 
Ahmad Barn Hani, deputy 
director general for opera- 
tion and maintenance at the 
JTC. 

Mr. Bani Hani was eager 
to discuss with his Italian 
counterpart from the 
telecommunication compa- 
ny Omicron Industrial 
SRL intercommunication 
technology, and especially 
“carriers’" that could equip 
one telephone line to cany 
up to 16 subscribers. 

Later on Thursday, the 

w 

Italian delegation and Ital- 
ian embassy officials held 
talks at the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry. 

The ministry's secretary 

tm * 

general. Mohammad 
Halaiqah, briefed them on 
investment climate in Jor- 
dan and pertaining legisla- 
tion. as well as steps taken 
in the wake of the partner- 
ship agreement with the 
EU. 


fail to resolve row 


By Amy Henderson 
Special to the JordanTimes 


AMMAN — A meeting last 
weekend between producers 

of Dead Sea cosmetics and 
their only supplier to discuss 
the latter’s decision to pro- 
duce its own cosmetic line 

failed to end a growing row. 

The meeting was held to 
find “an equitable solution” 
that would ensure fair compe- 
tition to local producers and 
limit the capability of A1 
Numeira — their supplier 
owned by the Arab Potash 
Company — to control the 
market. 

A1 Numeira’s General Man- 
ager Ra’ed Soub assured the 
meeting that Al Numeira — 
subject to agreement with the 
executive board — would 
continue to sell Dead Sea 
mud and salt “in any quantity 
and very good quality at a fair 
price not exceeding that at 
which we sell to [the new 
company]”. He pledged that 
prices of either commodity 
would not be raised again 
until after this year. 

“Please tell me where it 
exists anywhere on the free 
market that suppliers compete 
with their clients ” said Lama 
Abassi. proprietor of Zara, a 
leading exporter of Dead Sea 
cosmetics. “We have learned 
over the past year not to trust 
Al Numeira, which said in the 
past it had no intention of 
manufacturing cosmetics.” 

“It’s just a new form of 
monopoly,” she added. 

The Arab Potash Company 
(APCL which enjoys a con- 
cession on the Dead Sea until 
2058. established Al Numeira 
last year to organise the 
extraction and distribution of 
Dead Sea raw materials to the 
country's 40 cosmetic pro- 
ducers. As an APC subsidiary. 
A! Numeira inherited its 
mother company's exclusivi- 
ty at Jhe Dead Sea. • 

Last week. Mr. Soub 


announced the formation of a 
new, independent company, 
Isa), that would produce and 

market Dead Sea cosmetics 
abroad. Ninety per cent of the 
company’s JD1 million equi- 
ty is owned by Al Numeira, 
and the remaining ten per 
cent by the private sector: 

Mr Soub said the producers 
were invited to share in the 
company, but producers 
counter that the offer was 
hardly lucrative. 

“They offered us a ten per 
cent share among whoever 
wanted to join in,” said Nabii 
Hassan. whose Lisan line is a 
totally for-expoit venture. 
“That means we would have 
one sear on the board — what 
kind of a say do we have in 
such a company?” 

The creation of Isal, they 
indicated, may be legal, but it 
breaches the principles of fair 
competition and business 
ethics. They accuse Al 
Numeira of riding on the coat 
tails they have sewn. 

“We have spent lots of time 
and money developing our 
products since the mid-80s 
and making a name for our- 
selves abroad,” said one. 
“Now, our supplier decides to 
become our competitor 
backed by the resources of 
the entire potash company. 
Doesn’t anyone see anything 
wrong with that?” 

Producers have called on 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade to interfere, but, says 
Ms. Abassi: “Although min- 
istry officials have been sym- 
pathetic to the producers con- 
cerns’ at the end of the day, 
they have to follow the law, 
and Al Numeira technically 
has abided by the law.” 

Mohammad Halaiqa, secre- 
tary general of the ministry 
and APC Board chairman 
Saleh Irsheidat said that they 
would meet with the two 
sides later this week to help 
them find an arrangement 
agreeable to both sides.* 
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Senior Merrill Lynch official lectures on global investment opportunities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As part of a 
push to increase its private 
banking portfolio in Jordan, the 
U.S. investment bank, Merrill 
Lynch, held a presentation 
Wednesday on investment 


opportunities in global markets. 

In his presentation. First Vice 
President and Global Alloca- 
tion Advisor Douglas Johnson 
said investors should look into 
the Japanese market being one 
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Duty unpaid cars 

Mercedes 200E 1 991 Blue, 

Peugeot 405 Station Wagon 1995, Dark Green 
European Commission Delegation, 

Tel. No. 5668191. 

Cars can be inspected at the premises of the Dele- 
gation, Shemisani, behind the 
Potash Company. 


of the most inexpensive equity 
markets in the world that may 
provide interesting opportuni- 
ties for global investors. 

Looking at the emerging mar- 
kets area. Mr. Johnson said in a 
Merrill Lynch publication, “it is 
important to recognise that 
stock prices in general have lost 
all the gains they had recorded 
relative to the major developed 
markets this decade.” 

“This is a major inconsisten- 
cy, given the economic momen- 
tum we have seen in these 
regions, even taking the current 
Asian crisis in consideration." 
added Mr. Johnson. 


But. Mr. Johnson warned 
against making generalisations 
about emerging markets. He 
said: “Asian emerging markets 
dropped 45 per cent in VS. dol- 
lar terms last vear. but Latin 
America was up more than 28 
per cent.” 

Major European countries, he 
indicated, are unique among the 
developed global markets 
because they are among the few 
that can actually generate 
strong economic growth over 
the next vear. 

m 

“With so manv international 

* 

economic and political risks 
around these da vs. manv 


investors are starting to ques- 
tion whether it still makes sense 
to put their money in global 
markets,” said Mr. Johnson. 

However, he added, “despite 
all these poiential problems. I 
am relatively optimistic about 
global investment opportuni- 
ties. Remember that markets 
and economies are extraordi- 
nary changeable ” 

Jordanians are looking to 
diversify in more attractive 
instruments in international 
markets and take advantage of 
liberalised central bank rules 
that allow* them to invest m 
dobal markets. 


At a reception on Wednesday, 
Vice Chairman of Merrill 
Lynch International Bank Lim- 
ited Makram Zaccour empha- 
sised the importance the bank 
places on Middle Eastern mar- 
kets saying Merrill Lynch was 
keen on increasing its business 
in these markets. 

But, Mr. Zaccour stressed the 
importance for Arab countries 
to integrate into the global 
economy and privatise their 
staie-owned enterprises in order 
to attract foreign investments. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Movie pig 
5 Streetcar 
9 Of the Vatican 

14 Black in poetry 

15 Singer 
Me Em ire 

16 Florida city 

17 Digitalis source 

19 Ached 

20 Stupefy 

21 Plods with 
effort 

23 Dropout’s 2nd 
chance 

24 Expired 
26 'Aladdin' 


i I t 13 I* 


s le it la 


9 llO 111 |12 M3 


1*1 122 


33 13* 


prince 

27 Social wasp 

32 Part of NOW 

35 Bose or anjou 

36 Personal 
pension SS 

37 Augury 

38 Bnai — 

40 Get out of bed 

41 Relatives 

42 Spiny African 
plant 

43 Musical 
selection 

44 Pompous 
person 

46 TV classic, 

"You There" 

49 Writer Morrison 

50 Letters in the 
theater 

53 Period of 
decline 

57 Reaper follower 

59 Purple shade 

60 Make palatable 

62 Arboreal 
marsupial 

63 Three-spot 

64 Lomond or 
Ness 

65 Ruhr valley city 

66 Remnants 

67 As far as 


so 1 st 



Andy Capp 


Ira lei 


By Diane C. Baldwin 

Columbia, UD 


DOWN 

1 Shroud in mist 

2 Overhead 

3 Spanned 

4 Art print, briefly 

5 Scoop-shaped 
garden tool 

6 Make known 


7 Jurist Fortas 

8 Upright pole 

9 Trendy 

10 Tangy 

11 Spasm of 
distress 

12 To shelter 

13 Young guys 

18 Carrying a 

burden 

22 Hindu prince 

25 Superlatively 
dumb 

27 Desire 

28 Drench 

29 Fork-tailed flier 

30 Clapton or Idle 

31 Biblical weed 

32 Oriental fryers 

33 Skip 

34 Program 
choices 

38 Remove air 
from pipes 

39 Five-and-a-hafl 
yards 

40 Pose for a 
portrait 

42 "The _ 
Queen" 


□BBS □□□□ 

□□□□□ QQBQ QQQB 

□□□□□□□□HD □□□□ 

□□□ (DEQUE! EJEICIBDQ 
HOOD QGUIQ 
□BQEQEJ □□□□□□□□ 

□□□□□ qqqq □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□□EDO ranmn nin 

□nan □□□□ 

□□□DDE □□□□ □□El 
□DO □□□□□□□□□□ 
BOD □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□ □□□□ □□ 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


G_ 

E_ 

Hi 

IQTVMT 


DO 


w/nr-oi 


43 Nosy person 

45 Femme 

(seductress) 

46 Evidenced 
greed 

47 Fillings 

50 Nose into 

51 Respond 

52 Correct: onsf. 


53 Actress 
Sommer 

54 Life stories, for 
short 

55 Fictional Gil 

56 First femfly of 
Ferrara 

58 Legal grp. 

61 Coffee vessel 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1998 


Bv Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be respectful to an 

older person today. You don’t have to feign it, because 
what you feel is genuine. And when you actually are 
impressed with somebody, you come right out and say 
so, leaving no doubt about your sincerity. Do that this 
morning. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Spend the mormng- 
cleaning out closets and tossing out trash. That would 
a couple of old grudges and some unpleasant 
memories. A full spring housecleaning starts in yoor 

own mind Either communicate your unhappiness to die 

appropriate person or simply forgive and forget. 
GEMINI: ("May 21 to June 21) The festivities may. 
have lasted until this morning. Hopefully you didn't 
inhibit yourself much last night, because you’re going' 
to have to do that tonight. There’s an old obligation 
you’re finally going to have to meet. Go ahead and face 

it bead on. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Authority figures are 
something of a nuisance again. They have all sorts of 
hoops for you to jump through. Go along with the pro-, 
gramme and don’t complain. This evening, you can -tell 
your friends how you really feel. They’ll be much more 
interested in hearing that side of the story anyway. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Travel and excellent con- 
versation are predicted for this weekend. You and a 
friend will resolve many of the world's great issues, or 
at least figure out the best tactical approach. Get there 
on time, though. If you’re visiting an older person, be or 
she is going to notice if you’re late. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) This is not a 
good day for a garage sale. People will want to argue 
over pennies. It's a better day for a drive with friends. 
Go with someone who likes to listen to classical music 
on the radio and hardly ever raises his or her voice 
unless it’s in song. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You and your 
sweetheart need to discuss a serious topic this morning. 
Then you can go shopping. Buy something you've been 
dreaming about, but don't spend too much money. One 
of you could come down with case of buyer's remorse 
this evening. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) Do what you 
can for a partner who's under pressure. It’s partially 
because he or she has no experience in this kind of 
work. You may not have much experience either, but 
you’ve got a different perspective. You can see wbat's 
going on much better than your firiend can. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You're at your best first thing this morning. Later, you'll 
have to work for anything you get. Luckily, you should 
be in the mood, especially if you’re doing a household 
project Your sweetheart may also be persuaded to help. 
Give it a try. It looks like it'll be a lot more fun that way. 
CAPRICORN: .(December J 22 to January 20) You* and* I 
your family -or roommates need to have a talk this morn- 
ing. Set’ up an agenda for the weekend so everybody 
understands what's going to happen. Also, discuss 
finances. If they don't know about hidden costs now, 
when you ask them for money later there will be a prob- 
lem. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’ve been 
gathering information from a wide variety of sources I 
for the last several days, and you’re closet to mastering 
this subject. Don't get too cocky. Tonight you’ll run into [ 
a situation where you feel clueless. That’s OK. Part of 
the game is in the learning, remember? 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This isagood day J 
to go shopping. You need to buy something to help you I 
figure out the next step in your journey. That could be a 
book, tools or even a musical instrument Don’t worry. J 
It s all right for you to have something you want You 
don t have to spend every cent on your loved ones. 1 


Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 
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I m not sure what a diet breakfast 
should be, so I had a bowl of 

Salad With milk anH snnar nn it " 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and M9» A** 40 " 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
□ne letter to each square, to term 
four ordinary words. 


RIFAY 


toureely know 
howto (fish 
kouLSb 


work 

VS 



ROMIN 



LEHBED 








GURTIA 




Answer here: 


'festerda/s 


Jumbles: 

Answer: 
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Currency 


US Dollar 
Jonfan Dinar 



Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 


• 0.7MC 

1.4104 
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GB Startling 
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Franc 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 

■ E-mail address 
abdoun@go.com.jo 
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FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
p and Apartments 


8AHDBEL 




£ 


fnsca. 





SWEIFIYEH 

A- H^ar*t Complex 

t«l 864230 - 865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


- One &Two Bedrooms, * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Deify & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Ratos 


5 Jh Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5574551 


L’olimer Restaurant 

& 


Abdoun 5929564 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 4? 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

5684311- 
,5699634 EXT. 42 
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First Division Basketball ChamDionshi 


Playoffs enter final round 


r 

as Ahli take on J azireh today 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Al .Ahli take on A1 
Jazireh Saturday in the opening match 
of the final playoff round of die First 

Division Basketball Championship. 

Al Jazireh had managed to beat Al 
Ahli 78-63 in the first leg playoff 
match after a tight first half which 
ended 33-32. Al Orthodoxi had also 
beat AJ Ahli 84-61. 

As the results stand so far, Al Ahli 
are now not only out of contention but 
have lost their runner-up spot which 
they held onto last year when Al 
Jazireh won the title leaving AJ 
Orthodoxi third. 

Al Ahli's poor physical conditioning 
and incomplete bench coupled with 
ill-effects of inadequate pre-season 
training led to an inconsistent form 
that forced them to rely on the individ- 
ual efforts of Faisal Nsour and Yousef 


Zaghioul. 

The lineup has been depleted with 
Mohammad Shamali and Manvan 

Ma’touq both nursing injuries, and 

centre Ramez Hammoudeh quitting 
the team for personal reasons. 

Al Jazireh are currently second after 

losing 65-61 and conceding the lead to 
Al Orthodoxi in their latest match. 

AJ Jazireh and AJ Orthodoxi will 
now have to repeat their wins over Al 
Ahli before they meet again on May 1 
to determine this year's winner. 

With score difference tied. Al 
Jazireh only need a win by any score 


to retain the tide. 

In the preliminary round. Al Jazireh 
beat Al Orthodoxi ’92-84 and lost 73- 
69. They beat Al Ahli twice 75-69. and 
57-53. Al Orthodoxi beat Al Ahli 74- 
49 and 69-37. 

After ending Al Orthodoxi's 1976- 
1989 undisputed reign. Al .Ahli were 
champions in 1990. 1992. 1993 and 
1994 aided by the signing of Naser 
Bushnaq. 

Al Orthodoxi came back to win in 
1991, 1995 and 1996 and AJ Jazireh 
ended a 30-year domination among 
the two rivals last season. 


PLAYOFF STANDINGS 


Team 

Orthodoxi 

Jazireh 

Ahli 


P 

12 

12 

12 


W 

11 

10 

6 


Sf 

986 

1029 

796 


Sa 

660 

710 

76S 


Pts 

23 

22 

18 


Rockets 


upset Jazz 


103-90 in 


first night 


of playoffs 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
The fust night of the play- 
offs brought the first upseL 

Clyde Drexler scored 22 
points, including 15 in the 
second half, and Kevin 
Willis had IS points and 14 
rebounds as the Houston 
Rockets shocked the top- 
seeded Utah Jazz 103-90 

Thursday night in the open- 
ing game of their first-round 
playoff series. 

Utah entered the playoffs 
wi th homecourr advantage, 
a 12-game home winning 
streak and a six-game win- 
ning streak against the 
Rockets. 

But it all evaporated as the 
Jazz, looking tentative and 
sloppy, shot 43.6 per cent 
from the field and allowed 
the Houston fronicoun to 
score almost at will. 

The series resumes 
Saturday nieht, when the 

■ w 

Rockets will be looking to 
take a 2-0 lead as they try to 
become just the second No. 
8 seed in playoff history to 
win a first round series. 

Houston already has histo- 
ry on its side. Of the 128 
best-of-5 series in NBA his- 
tory. the team winning the 
first game has gone on to 
win the series 83 per cent of 
the lime. 

• Hornets 97, Hawks 87: 
In Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Glen Rice outdu- 
eled Steve Smith to help the 
Hornets end a pair of 


San Antonio Spars center David Robinson (C) tries to split the Phoenix Suns defence 
of forward Antonio McDyess (L) and forward Cliff Robinson daring first period-NBA- 
playoff action (Reuters photo) 


droughts. 

Rice made 13 consecutive 
field-goal attempts during 
one stretch and wound up 
with 34 points on 15-for-19 
shooting as Charlotte defeat- 
ed Atlanta for the first time 
in five games this season. 

The Hornets, who shot 59 
per cent — their second- 
highest percentage of the 
season — also broke a five- 
game postseason losing 
streak dating back nearly 
three years. 

Smith scored 16 of his 35 
in the first quarter for 
Atlanta, which had capital- 
ized on superior speed from 
its guards to defeat Charlotte 
by an average of 17 points 
during the regular season. 

The Hawks were able to 
do that again in the first half 
Thursday night, scoring 20 
points on layups, dunks and 
tip-ins, but Charlotte cut that 




ADVERTISEMENT 




figure to eight in the second 
half. 

.Pacers 106, Cavaliers 
77: In Indianapolis, the 
Pacers, back in the playoffs 
for the first time in two 
years, didn't look like they 
had skipped a beat. 

Chris Mullin scored 20 
points, including four 3- 
pointers. and Reggie Miller 
had 1 1 of his 19 points in the 
first quarter as Indiana 
trounced Cleveland. 

The Pacers shot 69 per 
cent (Il-of-16) in each of 
the first two periods and 
were up 31-18 after a first 
quarter in which Cleveland 
was limited to 36 per cent 
shooting (S-of-22) and had 
seven turnovers. 

Indiana led by at least nine 
points the rest of the way 
and improved to 26-0 this 
season when scoring at least 
100 points. 

Shawn Kemp and 
Zydrunas Ilgauskas provid- 
ed most of the offense for 
the Cavaliers. Kemp scored 


25, but needed 22 shots to 
reach the figure. Ilgauskas 
had 16 on 7-of-l 1 shooting. 

• Spurs 102, Suns 96: In 
Phoenix, Tim Duncan 
scored 28 of his 32 points in 
the second half, including 1 8 
in the fourth quarter, as the 
Spurs made up two seven- 
point deficits night to beat 
the Suns. 

Duncan showed his offen- 
sive talents with a variety of 

■ 

moves inside or on the base- 
line. especially down the 
stretch when he made five 
baskets- and two free throws 
in a personal 12-6 run while 
being guarded by Hot Rod 
Wiliams. Phoenix’s best 
big-man defender. and 
Antonio McDyess. 

David Robinson had 26 
points. 15 rebounds, five 
assists and four blocks for 
the Spurs, who trailed SI -74 
with 9:5S left, and Avery 
Johnson had 11 of his 22 
points in the first quarter. 

Kevin Johnson led the 
Suns with 18 points. 


A Prestigious Hospital in Amman-Jordan 
seeks suitable candidate for the position of 
“EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/ 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT.” 
The candidate mus) possess relevant pro- 
fessional qualifications. Must be fluent in 

spoken and written English. Above average 
secretarial skills and the ability to interact 
with Senior Management Ideal candidate 
will be a female with English as a native/first 

language with requisite computer skills. 
Please apply in writing with full career details 

(CV) and a recent passport 

photograph to: 


■ a 


Director of Administration. SPinance 
P.O. Box 3120 Amman 11181 Jordon 

Fax 5921282 
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fcN big project with particular 1 0 years 
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00971-4-820933, 
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Attn: Mr. Zaidi 
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Batistuta 


eyes 


English 


football 



DUBLIN fAFP) — 
Argentina goal machine 
Gabriel Batistuta admits he 

he could join an English 
Premiership club — 
despite rejecting a number 
of offers to come to 
England earlier this season. 

The 29-year-old striker, 
who has scored over 100 
goals for Fiorentina in four 
Serie A campaigns in Italy, 
said: “When it is time for 
me to look for a new chal- 
lenge I would certainly 
consider playing in 
England. 

“There are already so 
many excellent players 
there making it a very 
exciting competition but 
wherever I go I want to join 
a team that will be involved 
in challenging for a title.” 

The Premiership's big 
three — Arsenal, 
Manchester United and 
Liverpool — are all 
believed to have inquired 
about a price for Batistuta 
who scored his 37th goal 
for Argentina in his 55th 
international in the 2-0 win 
over the Republic of 
Ireland in Dublin on 
Wednesday. 

But asked who had made 
the offers to him. he said: 
“I can't remember really. In 
any case I was happy play- 
ing for Fiorentina and I still 



am. 


Mary Joe Fernandez from the USA returns to Olga Barabanschikovs during the 
Women's Classic Te nnis Tournament in Johannesburg. Fernadez won in two 
straight sets 6-2 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


SCOREBOARD 


Celtic enter the home straight 


_ATP Tour U.~S. Clay Court Championships 

2ndfrd ” 

Alex Calatrava fSpa) bt Heman Gumy ( Aig) 

4-6, 7-6 (7-5) 
retired 

Marcio Carlsson (Bra) bt Grant Stafford (Rsa x7) 

6- 4, 3-6, 6-2 

Michael Chang (USA xl) bt Franco Squillari (Ar°) 

7- 6 (7/2), 64 

Andrei Pavel (Rom) bt Justin Gimclstob (USA) 

7-6 (7/5), 6-2 


American League 


GLASGOW (AFP) — The chase for tbe-Scottish Premier 
'Division title has been a three-horse race all -season ---but 
ccmie the-final-whistie-GS-SatUKiay, Ceiric-roiiIfUiave the 
winning post in their sights. 

With just three matches to go, the Glasgow giants, ai§|| 
ing for their first league title in 10 years, are three 
clear of bitter rivals Rangers and six ahead of Hearts: . 

Rangers, bidding for a record 10th successive title, facx^ 
tough trip to Hearts, who they also face in the ScottishG^r 
final next month, while Celtic have the easier prospect cS|g- 
home game against basement club Hibs. _ ■ ' - 

The bookmakers have made up their inj^raborit' tfif; 
probable destination of the title with WiUiaz^i^ quotiiig. 
Celtic 1-4 on favourites with Rangers adrift ai^fe^agamst, 
Rangers' 1-0 defeat at Aberdeen on SuDdavM&a major 


Tampa Bay 
Cleveland 


12 

5 


Texas 5 

Chi White Sox 4 


National League 


Pittsburgh 

Milwaukee 

■ 

San Diego 

Colorado 

Montreal 

Philadelphia 

Atlanta 


San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
Chicago Cubs 


blow to Walter Smith’s hopes of ending lusi™ 
seven-year managerial reign at Ibrox on a triumgSg 
For the past decade Rangers have led whileC§|| 
trailed behind, and now Smith is demanding, 
show the same application but avoid the end resml 
has previously haunted the Parkhead outfit. - 
“In previous seasons when we have led the. dr 
teams below us have worked hard to keep up 
on us,” he says. 
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Houston at NY Mets 


St Louis 
Cincinnati 
Arizona 
Postponed 


GOREN BRIDGE 


■V- T ‘ 

■ f At* 



WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TAN MAH HIRSCH 

CTree Tnfeunc iMCBft Sonucre. he 


■•■» j* ■- 
-■ . ■■ 1 


NBA 


TRUMP COUP TOMMYXANDS ANOTHER 


First-round playoff (All Series Best Of Five): 
Eastern Conference 
At Indianapolis 

Indiana J06 Cleveland 77 

(Indiana Leads Series, 1-0) 

At Chari one 

Charlotte 97 Atlanta 87 

(Charlotte Leads Series, 1-0) 

Western Conference 

At Salt Lake City 

Houston 103 Utah 90 

(Houston Leads Series, 1 -0) 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 


NORTH 
*Q J853 
<73854 
?K82 
45 


87 


90 


♦ 1074 
9 Void 
O A J 5 3 
•a A K 9 74 3 

SOUTH 

*AK 

7A JI09 
010764 
*QJIQ 


*962 
<7X7 632 
O Q9 
*862 


National Hockey League 


The bidding; 

south west 
int • 3* 

4? Pass 


NORTH EAST 
4* Pats 

Pom Paw 


Opening lead; King of* 


Playoffs (series best-of-seven) 

Eastern Conference Quarterfinals 
(Montreal Leads Series. 1-0) 

Montreal 3 Pittsburgh 
(St Louis Leads Series. 1-0) 

St Louis 8 Los Angeles 


2 (OT) 


Although winter’s icy breath had 
finally yielded, albeit reluctantly, to 
the warmth of spring. Trump Coup 
Tommy was still a regular at the 
bridge dub. He had few opportuni- 
ties to exercise his peculiar talent of 
changing from card-pusher to 
genius when trumps broke badly, 
but proved he bad lost, none of hia ■ 
mastery on those occasions where 


others would quiver in .terror wnoo 
trumps were aaAwj bedosI tfads. 
Here's a case in point. 7. 

North's four-dub cue-bid was,''* 
request for Tommy to bid a uador| 
Had he denied a four-card 
North would have hid four spade*! 
As it was. Tommy became dorters’ 
at four hearts, fortuitously as the 
cards lay. 

West led the king of clubs and 
shifted to a low diamond, but Tom- 
my was not in. After risin g 
with dummy's fcmg of dtenxmds, a 
heart was led to the nine, and 
West's club discard caused Tommy 
to sit up and notice. Declarer 
cleared the ace and king of spades 
from hand, then led the queen of 

dubs, covered by West and ruffed in 
dummy. A diamond was discanted 
on the queen of spades and the jack 
of spades followed. Since it . 
not have haj pAd for East to dkesnU 

the defender ruffed and- Tommy 

overruffed. 

Tommy discarded a diaaioao 
from dummy on the jack of cl ub s 
and exited with a diamond, and the 
defenders were helpless. Declarer 
could not be stopped from scoring 

10 tricks — three spades. a c ^ a " 
mond and a club, a dub ruff te 
dummy and four trumps in band* 
including the-ovemUT 
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^Ipi stadium in Turin. 
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jfllO 3 Jlidl Hl'I a 
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j® — Juventus ' Dc, 

pirtu and Inrer’s Brj/rh^n 
Ronaldo. 

Jnteniu< ouch MarccSi l .7?; 
aid: "They arL- cup jirt-al 

pions.. jnd I'm L-xpectsnc S 
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fey do with rht* hall. Of Sfts >r. 
Ijiisi hope [he i!Ki!ch^7rsn--r 
Del Piero.” 

Juvenilis will clcjrK Mjr! 
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s fa vou rues. 

They are ihc reigning c bare--. 
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iod learn nit-rdk is 
jfrrreaihmj ihcir fhjrcl Jr*nvc\ ■ 
nnve European Cup fina!. 
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TEL:5677420 


CINEMA 
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PHILADELFHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA H 
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GALLERIA 2 
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CRYING 


Yusra £r Ilham 

Shahin ... in 


.T'^roRn -i 


The bigs<*t chime produditx j ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI 


ABDOUN 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 5934793 


Ifiham^ne9lbetae 


GALLERIA 1 


TEL: 4625155 



ABDOUN 


STARTNG APRIL 6TH 


FREEMAN 


DANTELLA 


TITANIC 


;| - KAMANANA 

!| Shows: li?0,?-^0. 6:15, 3:30, 10:30 


One of Walt Disney s 
best movies 


GRAND OPENING 


Don't Laugh Please 


(ARABIC 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15 
S:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 

8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 7:00, 1 

10:30 pan. 


A 




A 


Adel Imam &Yiisra ... m 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 

Shows: 3 J0 r 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


FLUBBER 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30, 7:00, 10:30 


We're Jordanian 


Starring Hisfuan Yanes. Amal 
Dabbas , Rania Kurdi and && 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


The film is also on at 12.00 a. m . un 
Vvurfnfsrftfys, Thursdays and Fridays 


at&3l>pjn. 

For reservations calM640l55,?#25l55 
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Bilbeisi wins Speed Test as Shadian brothers finish 2nd and 3rd 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ghaith Bilbeisi in a Toyota 
Starlet TRD was crowned champion of the 
Second Pepsi Speed Test Friday held at the 
new unproved race track at the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ). 

Khatchik Shadian in a Renualt 5 Turbo 
came second and elder brother Barkev 
Shadian in a Honda Civic ram * in third 
Yasser Jarrar, who lost the first round of 
the Speed Test in April with a split of a 
second to Bilbeisi, came in eighth after the 
org an ising committee gave him a ten-sec- 


ond penalty for arriving late at the RACJ. 

Twenty five competitors took part in the 
event which consisted of two rounds and 
an additional third one for the best ten dri- 
vers. 

Champion Fans B us tarn i had bad luck 

when he took a wrong mm in the first 
round and his car faced some mechanical 
problems in the second. 

The Shishani brothers: Edmer and 
Hassan, competed for fourth and fifth 
places. Edmer finally finished fourth. 

The event lacked the feminine touch 

with Abeer Balikhi the only women driver 

■ 

to compete while names like Tala Shawa, 


Suha Tabus’ and Maya Mufti were absent. 

Mufti who took pan in several past speed 
tests here in the Kingdom is leaving to 
Lebanon to take part in Rally du Liban. 

She will be partnering Lebanese co-dri- 
ver Hala Nasser Al Dein in a Nissan Pulsar 
through the Lebanese mountains on Mav 
2 . 

The third round of Pepsi Speed Test will 
stan May 2 . 

RACJ is also preparing for the May 13- 
14 Jordan Internationa] Rally, considered 
one of the most important rallies in the 
Middle East. 


Korda fails again, 

Sampras back to No. 




Juventus and Inter meet in potential decider 


PARIS (AFP) — Juventus and 
Inter Milan, arguably the two 
greatest clubs in Italian football 
history, meet on Sunday in a 
game that could decide this sea- 
son’s Serie A title. 

Juventus, seeking their 25th 
league championship, are cur- 
rently one point in front of Inter 
with only three games left after 
Sunday’s showdown at the Delle 
Alpi stadium in Turin. 

A victory over Inter, however 
narrow, and the title is in the 
bag. 

The clash is also telescoping 
into a duel between the two 
great players of the current sea- 
son — Juventus* Alessandro Del 
Piero and Inter’s Brazilian ace 
Ronaldo. 

Juventus coach Marcello Lippi 
said: “They are two great cham- 
pions... and I’m expecting both 
of them to win applause for what 
they do with the ball. Of the two, 

I just hope the match winner is 
Del Piero.” 

Juventus will clearly start out 
as favourites. 

They are the reigning champi- 
ons, they have home advantage 
and team morale is sky high 
after reaching their third consec- 
utive European Cup final. 

They also have the self-belief 
that comes from having seen off 
their only other title rival three 
weeks ago, when they beat 
Lazio 1-0 in Rome. 

-i.Jlut ihe., threat from itonaldcu. 
hafrto-be kept under control. ■ 


Bayern Munich will welcome 
captain Thomas Helmer back 
from injury for Sunday’s crucial 
Bundesliga game against Bayer 
Leverkusen, but striker 
Giovanne Elber has been told to 
hold off his comeback for anoth- 
er week. 

Elber broke his collar bone and 
damaged shoulder ligaments 
against Werder Bremen three 
weeks ago and the Brazilian is 
anxious to play again. 

Time is running out for Bayern 
if they want to reel in 
Kaiserslautern — and a win over 
Leverkusen is a must. 

A loss would leave Christoph 
Dawn’s Leverkusen side breath- 
ing down their necks and endan- 
ger their place in next season’s 
European Champions’ League. 

Kaiserslautern, who play 
Borussia Monchengladbach on 
Friday night, head the league 
with 60 points, Bayern have 59 
and Leverkusen 53. Bayern, 
though, have only have three 
games still to play and the other 
pair four. 

Lens and Metz have made the 
French title chase a two-horse 
race and though leaders Lens are 
favoured, this weekend's penul- 
timate fixtures could push the 
balance either way. 

Northerners Lens, who won in 
Cannes last Friday, host mid- 
table Bastia on Saturday with a 
two-point lead over eastern club 
. visit Twilouse. 

- Lens then travel to Auxerre 


two weeks later while Metz also 
have a tough final match at 
home to UEFA Cup hopefuls 
Lyon. 

None of the chasing pack have 
a chance of the league title or a 
European Champions League 
spot by finishing runners-up. 
Third-placed Marseille's 2-1 
defeat at Auxerre last Sarurday 
ended their faint hupes of reliv- 
ing the glory days of their four 
consecutive titles from 1989 to 


their 15th Spanish title but the 
fight for the second European 
Champions League spot is really 
honing up. 

Only four points separate Real 
Madrid in second spot and Celia 
Vigo who are in sixth, the last 
UEFA Cup qualifying spot. 

Madrid, of course, would 
make absolutely sure of being in 
the Champions League should 
they win their seventh European 
Cup title in Amsterdam on May 


European Soccer Preview 


1992. 

Paris Saint Germain have 
already qualified for the 
European Cup Winners Cup but 
Monaco, who visit the Parc des 
Princes, will be motivated to 
hang on to a UEFA Cup spot. 

Lyon are in seventh spot and 
will be out to earn a victory' over 
Cannes to try and keep UEFA 
Cup challengers Auxerre and 
Bastia at bay. 

At the other end of the table, it 
is even more intense with six 
teams mathematically capable of 
falling into one of the three rele- 
gation spots. 

Cannes and Chateauroux will 
probably go down, but 
Toulouse, Strasbourg, Rennes or 
third-from-bottom Gu ingamp 

are still... not out of^danger. 
Barcelona have already won 


20. Club president Lorenzo Sanz 
said on Thursday that each 
member of the current first team 
squad of 23 players will receive 
40 million pesetas (5262,000) if 
they beat Juventus. 

Madrid coach Jupp Hevnckes 
has a clause in his contract that 
he will receive an extra 60 mil- 
lion pesetas (5393,000) if he 
leads Real to their first 
European Cup triumph since 
1966. 

Barcelona are at Espanyol in a 
local derby on Saturday and 
Real Madrid visit third-from- 
botiom Merida, who are just one 
spot above Lhe relegation zone, 
on Sunday. Celia" Vigo host 
third-placed Athletic Bilbao on 
Sunday and Real Bens entertain 
! Malljorca on Saturday. 
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(AFP) — 
Reluctant Czech Petr Korda 
failed on Friday on his 
fourth chance in ten weeks 
to lake o\er the World No. 
1 comupier ranking. 

A 4-6. 7-6 ( 7/ h, 6- 1 quar* 
ter-fina! loss to former 
Wimbledon champion 

Richard Krajicek sealed the 
30-y ear-old Australian 
Open champion's unlucky 

fare. 

Korda had previous 
chances to grab the top spot 
over the past two months at 
Antwerp in February and 
Indian Weils and Lipton in 
the L'.S. last month. 

Each time. Lhe Czech 
failed to win the match he 
needed io assume the num- 
ber one place in lhe game. 

Krajicek will play a semi- 
final on the red clay 
Sarurday against Spain's 
Cario Mova. 

The 1997 
Open finalist 
sixth-seeded 
Alex Corretja, 
losing finalist at the Monte 
Carlo Countrv Club to 
Chile's Marcelo Rios, who 
is nursing an elbow injury 
and could be out for several 



Australian 
defeated 
compatriot 
last vear's 




Richard Krajicek 


Petr Korda 

more weeks. 

Korda’s defeat means rhar 
Pete Sampras, hammered 
into a 6-1. 6-1 hole 

Thursday by Frenchman 
Fabrice Santoro here in the 
third round, will get back 
the top spot when the next 
rankings are released on 
Monday at the close of the 
Mercedes Super 9. 

Krajicek said that he was 
never sure of victory' until 
the end. 

“It was very difficult to 
fight back,” said the 
Dutchman, playing in only 
his fifth event of the year 
after taking time off for the 
birth of his first child 

“I never like to play Petr, 
he’s a lefthander and he 
plays quickly. It would 
have ben easy to get frus- 
trated. 1 was lucky jo get 
back into it in the second 


set. 

“In the third, I played well 
on the clay. It was sunny 
today and the ball travelled 
faster. I look forward to the 
semi-final. 

Korda was playing in his 
first clay event since losing 
to Spanird Gaio Blanco at 
the French Open last 
spring. The Czech has 
taken a month off since 
competing at the Lipton in 
late March. 

Boris Becker, a three-time 
finalist who — like Korda 
— has never won a clay 
court title, was aiming for 
the semifinals with a match 
against Spaniard Alberto 
Berasategui, seeded 12. 

Frenchman Cedric Pioline 
and Santpro were squaring 
off in another quarterfinal. 
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THE WORLD'S FAVORITE SPORT AND THE WORLD’S FAVORITE 4WD ...AN UNBEATABLE TEAM! 


begun 


Buy any new Grand Cherokee, Cherokee 
or Wrangler now and you’ll receive an entry form 
with three questions about the upcoming World 
Cup. Get them right and you will actually win 
back the total price of your Jeep! 


Of course, with Jeep you've already got a 
winner. A family of legendary 4\\T> vehicles you 
can count on to take you through any adventure 
confidendy. 

So go ahead, get yourself the Jeep you’ve alwaj’s 
wanted. Chances are it could be yours for free. 

Hum:., this offer ends 31 May, 1998. 


PLUS... Visit cur sfwiwiurn, answer a simple \lbrid Cup 
imia question, and win genuine Ufrid Cup 98 souvenirs. 
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Duma approves new Russian premier 


MOSCOW (AP) — The 

Russian Parliament confirmed 
Boris Yeltsin's candidate for 
prime minister cm the third and 
final vote Friday, ending a 
month-long political standoff 
that nearly brought the dissolu- 
tion of die legislature. 

The vote was a lopsided 251- 

25 in favour of Sergei 
Kiriyenko. who had previously 
faced strong resistance from the 

Communist Party and other 
opposition groups. He needed 
226 votes to be confirmed. 

The outcome was a key vic- 
tory for Mr. Yeltsin, who had 
revised to offer any other candi- 
dates to lead a new Russian 


government. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Kiriyenko will form a new cab- 
inet soon and try to re-energise 
stalled economic reforms. 

T realise that for many of you 
this decision required a lot of 
courage," Me Kiriyenko told 
lawmakers after the vote. 

‘Today’s vote clearly shows 
that none of us needs great 
upheavals, and we all need a 
great Russia." he added. 

As acting prime minister for 
the past month, Mr. Kiriyenko 
has led a government that han- 
dled routine matters, hn did nor 
make major policy decisions. 
Boris Nemtsov, the acting first 
deputy premia; said the back- 
log of pressing economic issues 
would force the new cabinet to 
work “on weekends and nights, 
24 hours a day." A gruff 


Gennady Zyuganov, the 
Communist Party leader, could 

not hide his displeasure. 

"1 don't see any grounds for 
joy’ 1 Ml Zyuganov snapped. 
‘The government’s course 
should be revised." Lawmakers 

had rejected Mr, Kiriyenko 
twice in the past two weeks by 

solid margins. But many swal- 
lowed their pride Friday and 
supported Mr. Kiriyenko to 
avoid the disbanding of parlia- 
ment's lower bouse, die State 
Duma. 

If Mr. Kiriyenko had lost Mr. 

Yeltsin would have been 
empowered to dissolve the leg- 
islature. call early elections and 
simply appoint Mr Kiriyenko 
as prime minister 

Before the vote. Mr. 
Zyuganov said his faction 
would again oppose Mr 
Kiriyenko and did not fear the 
dissolution of parliament. 

“We are not afraid of new 
elections. We are a serious party 
and we will not change our 
decision to vote against 
Kiriyenko," Mr. Zyuganov sad. 

But it appeared that many 
Duma members, including 
dozens of Communists, chose 
not to vote. Only 276 ballots 
were cast in the 450-seat house. 

Before fee balloting, the 
bespectacled Kiriyenko 
addressed deputies in his cus- 
tomary fast and assured man- 
net; outlining the cabinet’s 
plans. 

“The enormous number of 


problems in the economy 
makes us all share responsibili- 
ty for the fate of Russia. Let us 

respond to this challenge by 

deeds and not by words. We 
have no time to waste." Mr. 
Kiriyenko said. 

The disbanding of parliament 

and a new round of parliamen- 
tary elections would have 
added to Russia's political tur- 
moil at a time when the country 

needs to deal wife pressing eco- 
nomic and social woes. 

Many Russians are fed up 

with the inability of politicians 
to solve chronic problems and 

it's not dear which faction 
would have come out on top. 
As a result, none expressed a 
desire for early elections. 

The Communists had been 
the most outspoken critics of 
the 35-year-old Kiriyenko, 
calling him loo young and inex- 
perienced to solve Russia's 
massive social and economic 
problems. 

Mr. Yeltsin had insisted feat 
Mr. Kiriyenko. a former banker 
and energy minister, was the 
right man for the job and will 
breathe new life into economic 
reforms. 

In forming fee new govern- 
ment, Mr. Yeltsin has made it 
clear that key ministers — 
including Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
and Defence Minister Igor 
Seigeyev — would retain their 
posts. 



Acting Prime Minister Sergei Kiriyenko introduces his wife Marina to President Boris Yeltsin during former Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin’s 60th birthday reception. Russia's lower house of parliament ended a month-long crisis on Friday 
by confirming reformer Kiriyenko as prime minister, preventing its own dissolution and costly early elections (Reuters 
photo) 


White House decides to maintain 


i 


large military force in Gulf 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Despite fee Pentagon’s eager- 
ness to reverse its troop build- 
up in fee Gulf, fee White 
House has decided it is too 
soon to ease military' pressure 
on Iraq. 

“There is no change in our 
force posture in the region, nor 
likely will there be any time in 
the immediate future," White 
House Press Secretary Mike 
McCuny said Thursday. 

At a meeting Wednesday of 
US. President Bill Clinton's 
chief national security advis- 
ers it was decided to keep fee 

38.000 U.S. forces in the Gulf 
— compared with roughly 

20.000 that bad been there 
before the build-up early this 
year — at least until fee U.N. 
Security Council completes its 
regular review of sanctions 


against Iraq, said an adminis- 
tration official speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Iraq usually toughens its 
rhetoric against fee sanctions 
during fee U.N. review period. 
It stuck to that partem 
Thursday, demanding that the 
Security Council end its eco- 
nomic erabaigo uncondition- 
ally. It also aocused,U.N. arms 
experts of spreading “fallacies 
and lies" about Iraq's weapons 
programs. 

The Security Council 
imposed crippling economic 
sanctions on Iraq in 1990 after 
Iraqi Resident Saddam 
Hussein invaded Kuwait, say- 
ing it would only lift them 
when U.N. inspectors confirm 
that Iraq has destroyed its 
weapons of mass destruction 
programmes. 


The Pentagon sent extra 
forces to fee Gulf — including 
a second aircraft carrier and 
other warships. Army troops, 
and fighters and bombers — 
early this year after Iraq 
refused to open certain sites to 
U.N. weapons inspectors. The 
crisis was defused in 
February, and while inspec- 
tions have resumed unimped- 
ed, U.N. officials say little real 
progress has been made. 

The U.S. military services 
are feeling a heavy strain from 
keeping fee extra troops and 
supplies in the Gulf. 

Mr. McCuny was asked 
whether Iraq remains at risk of 
a U.S- military strike. 

“We remain in a position to 
use the necessary means at our 
disposal to achieve the objec- 
tives of the international com- 


Mr. McCuny 


munitv. 
replied 

He said Iraq was far from 
meeting all of those objec- 
tives. including conclusive 
answers to questions about the 
size and scope of Iraq's chem- 
ical and biological weapons 
programmes. 

“That situation has changed 
only in that the government of 
Iraq has been more compliant 
in allowing necessary inspec- 
tions." he said. “Thev have not 

V 

been frilly compliant in meet- 
ing the stipulations of existing 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions " The U.S. military force 
in the Gulf includes about 

18.000 sailors and Marines. 

9.000 air force troops. 7.SG0 

armv soldiers and 2.600 other 

* 

personnel assigned to head- 
quarters staff. 


Lebanese president calls 


for new constitution 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi has called for a new 
constitution and a non-sec- 
tarian presidential system 
allowing the head of state to 
be directly elected, a news- 
paper reported on Friday. 

“The constitution is not 
sacred and needs a complete 
revision," Mr. Hrawi said in 
an interview with A1 Nahar 


ed in Taef,” he said. 

Mr. Hrawi, a Maronite 
Christian, called for a new 
presidential system allow- 


'The Lebanese 


state will 
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Settlers : Army prepared maps for 


11-13 per cent W. Bank pullback 


TEL AVIV (AP.) — Israel is 
considering proposals to with- 
draw troops from 11 per cent 
or 13 percent of the West Bank, 
up from a previous offer of 
rune per cent Jewish settler 
leaders said Friday. 

Rime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's top adviser said 
various plans were being stud- 
ied but feat no decision had 
been made. 

The adviser, David Bar-man. 
said Israel was ready to be flex- 
ible, but that a 13 per cent pull- 
back. as proposed by the 
United States, was out of fee 
question. 

Mr. Netanyahu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
are to hold separate talks wife 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in London 

on May 4. Mr. Arafat has ten- 
tatively accepted fee U.S. pro- 
posal, foigoing earlier 

demands for a much larger 
troop pullback. 

In hopes of softening Israel’s 
positions, two senior U.S. State 
Department officials. Dennis 
Ross and Martin Indyk, were 
to arrive in Israel over the 
weekend U-S- Vice Resident 
AJ Gore was also expected to 
take a stab at Mideast diploma- 


cy when he arrives Thursday to 
attend 50th independence day 
celebrations. Mr. Gore is to 
stay for two days and hold 
talks wife Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mn Arafat. 

Israel and fee Palestinians 
have been deadlocked for 
months over the scope of a 
West Bank withdrawal, and 
also disagree over how many 
pullbacks Israel should cany 
out 

Aharon Domb, a leader of 
fee Jewish Settlers' Council 
said that there were many signs 
that Mr. Netanyahu was soft- 
ening his position. 

Mr. Domb said feat at Ml 
N etanyahu's request, the army 
has drawn up maps for both an 
1 1 per cent and a 13 per cent 
withdrawal. Mr. Domb told the 

Associated Press that he and 

other settler leaders were given 

a glimpse at the maps. 

The Palestinians now have 


full or partial control over 27 
per cent of the West Bank in 

scattered areas. Under fee 
withdrawal proposal they 
would solidify their hold by 
winning control over three 
large blocs of land — one 
around the cities of Nablus and 
Jenin, a second around fee 


town of Ramallah. and a third 
around the town of Hebron. 
Mr. Domb said. 

If the withdrawal is carried 
out as many as 1 9 Jewish set- 
tlements would turn into isolat- 
ed encla\es in Palestinian-con- 
trolled areas, the settler leader 
said. 

Mr. Domb said that if fee 
government approved the pull- 
back. more than a dozen legis- 
lators would make good on 
their threats to bring down Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Mr. Bar-IQan said the gov- 
ernment was not expected to 
make a decision on the scope 
and timing of fee withdrawal 
before Mr. Netanyahu holds 
talks wife Mr. Ross and Mr. 
Indyk next week. He said 
many plans were being consid- 
ered, butthat'T 3 per cent can- 
not be done." The Palestinians, 
meanwhile, said fee May 4 

meetings wife Ms. Albright 

will constitute a moment of 
truth in which Israel will have 
to show whether it was serious 

about making peace. 

‘The peace process now 
stands at a very serious cross- 
roads. either it will move ahead 
or collapse." said a statement 

by the Palestinian cabinet. 


Hamas 


founder says it 


will retaliate 


for Sharif's 


killing 


Cyprus president pessimistic on talks 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides 
said Friday as he left for 
Greece feat he has seen no 
sign that the Turidsh-Cypriots 
will attend talks to resolve the 
division of this eastern 
Mediterranean island. 

“There is still no indication 
of a positive response on 
behalf of the Turkish side,' 
said Mr. derides, a Greek 
Cypriot 

Hc i* '■cheiluW in niiciuf the 




funeral of former Greek 
President Constantinos 
Kai aman lis and hold talks 
later in the day wife Greek 
Prime Minister Costas Simitis 
on fee Cyprus rift. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkey invaded the 
northern third in 1974 follow- 
ing a Greek-Cypriot coup in 
Nicosia aimed at unification 
with Greece and in I9S3, the 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
C> pins fTRNCi declared 


independence, but it is recog- 
nised only by Ankara. 

Mr. derides said statements 
by fee Turkish side “leave no 
room that they will respond 
positively to anything related 
to a Cyprus settlement." 

Rauf Denktash. who heads 
fee TRNC. said Thursday fee 
Cyprus problem could be 
solved within months if the 
islands two communities 
were accorded political equaJ- 
iiv. 


DOHA (AFP) — Hamas 
founder and spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin has 
vowed to retaliate against 
Israel over its alleged 
involvement in fee murder of 
fee group's chief bomb- 
maker last month. 

“Agents working for Israel 
are implicated in fee murder 
of fee engineer Mohieddin 
Sharif" Sheikh Yassin said 
in remarks published in 
Qazari newspapers on 
Friday. 

“We know our enemy well 
and we will retaliate at acho- 
sen time and place." said 

Sheikh Yassin, who is on a 
five-day visit to Qatar. 

“Hamas operations against 
the Israeli army and armed 

settlers will continue, while 
suicide operations will be 
our response to attacks by 
fee Zionist entity against 

Palestinian civilians’’ he 
said. 

The discovery of Sharif s 

bullet-riddled body in the 
West Bank town of 
Ramallah on March 29 trig- 
gered □ new round of tension 
between fee Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) and the Palestinian 
National Authority iPNAl 

Hamas has repeatedly 
accused Israel. wife 
Palestinian collaboration, of 
murdering Sharif but the 
PNA says Sharif was killed 
in a power struggle in fee 
movement's armed wing. 

‘The whole truth about 
Sharifs murder will be pub- 
lished once fee Hamas 

inquiry is completed." said 
Sheikh Yiisxm. 


newspaper. 

’The Lebanese state will 
never see the light of day 
under the Taef constitution." 
he said, referring to 1989 
document drafted at the 
Saudi resort of Taif where 
Lebanese leaders reached a 
national reconciliation 
accord ending the country’s 
15-year civil war. 

“I have learned during ray 
terra that there would not be 
a state in the way stipulated 
under the constitution draft- 


light of day 


under the Taif 


constitution * 


ing the head of state to be 
elected by direct public vote 
instead of parliament and to 
be chosen from any of the 
country's religious commu- 
nities. 


Mr. Hrawi’s six-year term 
was renewed for another 
three years in 1995 and 
expires in November. 

Under the current system, 
the president should be a 
Christian Maronite, the 
prime- minister a Sunni 
Muslim and the house 
speaker a Shiite Muslim. 
The president is elected by 
the parliament. 

Mr. Hrawi, however, 
downplayed the chances of 
a Muslim becoming presi- 
dent, referring to the rival- 
ries between Sunni and 
Shiite Muslims, saying be 
expected the head of state to 
be elected from Christian 
minorities. 

Since 1996, Mr. Hrawi 
has been calling for amend- 
ments to the constitution to 
grant greater powers to the 
president 


U.K.’s MI6 thwart Iran’s efforts 


to procure nuclear technology 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's foreign espionage 
service, MI6. has thwarted 
Iranian attempts to procure 
British nuclear technology, 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook has revealed in 
unprecedented break 




with traditional secrecy. 

In a speech late Thursday, 
Mr. Cook said that MI6 and 
the GCHQ communica- 
tions monitoring agency 
had “tracked Iran's nuclear 
weapons programme, and 
have enabled us to disrupt 
Iranian attempts to procure 
British technology." 

He also told an audience 
in London that the two 
agencies had played a “cru- 
cial role" in revealing Iraqi 
Resident Saddam Hus- 


sein's biological and chem- 
ical weapons programmes 
and his “continuing ambi- 
tions to stockpile these 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion.” 

A security source told the 
Independent newspaper 
that Mr. Cook was referring 
to successful counter-espi- 
onage work carried out by 
British agents against 
Iranians attempting to 
obtain technology from 
Britain in the past vear. 

The MI6 and - GCHQ 
operations are understood 
also to include the preven- 
tion of efforts to smuggle 
out materials used to build 
nuclear weapons, the 
London daily said. 

Although Mr. Cook’s pre- 


decessors have spoken in 
parliament of the work of 
the secret services, it is the 
first time a foreign secre- 
tary has been so open about 
specific operations. 

In his speech before busi- 
nessmen in the City of 
London, Mr. Cook also 
praised the work of the 
secret services in helping 
customs and police to seize 
tonnes of drugs and make 
dozens of arrests, and in 
countering money-launder- 
ing and fraud. 

Mr. Cook said he had 
been impressed wife fee 
work of Britain's security 
agencies during the Labour 
government's first year in 
office. 




Islamist mayor surrenders to 


serve jail sentence in Turkey 


ANKARA (AP) — The 
Islamist mayor of a small 
town surrendered to author- 
ities Friday to serve a one- 
year jail sentence for insult- 
ing Kemal Ataturk. the 
founder of the modem, sec- 
ular Turkish state. 

Sukru Karatepe. the 
mayor of Kayseri in central 
Turkey, said in a 1996 
speech that his '’heart was 
bleeding'' because he had to 
attend a ceremony honour- 
ing Ataturk. 

Earlier this week. Istanbul 
Mayor Recep Tayyip 
-an w as sentenced to 
l f l months In prison liir a 


speech he made during a 
rally. He remains free pend- 
ing appeal. 

Both mayors were con- 
victed of “inciting hatred 
based on religious differ- 
ences." The conviction of 
fee Istanbul mayor drew 
criticism from the United 
States. 

It is a serious matter 


it 


when democratically elect- 
ed leaders are subject to 
criminal prosecution by 
state security courts for 
statements they made a s 
political figures. Such 
developments weaken con- 
fidence in Turkish democra- 


cy.” U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin 
said Thursday. 

Mr. Erdogan had been 
seen as the leading con- 
tender to rebuild and lead 
Turkey’s Islamist political 
movement after the Islamist 
Welfare Party was shut 
down by the Turkish consti- 
tutional court for anti-secu- 
lar activity in January. 

The fiercely pro-secular 
military was instrumental in 
outlawing Welfare and 
maintains pressure on the 
government to crack down 
on what it perceives as 
Islamist threats. 


Madonna battered by 
her pride and joy 


NEW YORK (AP) *- 
Madonna’s pride and joy 

apparently gave her a hook 

and jab. The pop star 

showed up at a movie pre- 
miere parly wife a bruised 
left eye she got last week 

while playing with daughter 
Lourdes, the Daily News 
reported Friday. It seems 
fee Material Mom was 

bouncing the 18-month-old 
tyke on her lap when the 
child’s head smacked into 
fee bone under her eye. In.a 
black off-tbe-sboulder top 
and tight pants, the battered 
Madonna was still the belle 
of the ball schmoo zing 
wife former boyfriend 
Warren Beatty at 
Wednesday night's party for 
the new Robert Downey Jr. 
film, “Two Girls and a 

Guy" 


Campbell 

donates bra 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
British supermodel Naomi 
Campbell has donated one 
of her bras to a campaign 
aimed at raising awareness 
of breast cancer. Her inti- 
mate apparel will jam 
10,000 other bras that even- 
tually will be hooked 
together to ford the Hudson 
River separating New York 
and New Jersey states, the 
New York Daily News said. 
The campaign is entitled 
“Bras Across The Hudson.” 
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Irons defends 
Lolita film 


LONDON (AFP) — Actor 
Jeremy bens Thursday 
defended fee controversial 
film “Lolita,' 9 based on 
Vladimir Nabokov's novel 
of a middle-aged man’s 
tragic sexual obsession fora 
12-year-old girl, in which 
he plays fee lead. At a 
debate held • after fee first 
screening , of the film, jo 
Britain, in fee central 
English town of Warwick, 
Irons denied Lolita glamor- 
ised . paedophilia. 

‘"Paedophiles can derive 
pleasure from bank adver- 
tisements and soda ads." T 
do not believe we are hang- 
ing out dirty knickers for 
people to sniff- Forgive me 
for being so crude" he said. 




‘They really, 
really don’t like me’ 
Streisand 


NEW YORK (AP) — They 
don’t like me. They really, 
really don't Hire me, 
Barbara Streisand says of 
the media. She told 

Mirabella magazine that she 
wants to know “why fee 
media hates me?" For 
instance, when she was 
doing research on schizo- 
phrenia for “Nuts" at a state 
hospital someone asked her 
"Are you as mean as they 
say?" “This kind of cynical 
press is going to be respon- 
sible for a decline in 
American civ ilisati on. It’s 
like the fall of the Roman 
Empire," Ms. Streisand 
said At 56, she wears a dia- 
mond engagement ring and 
seems happy with actor 
James Brolnou She feel like 
she’s “21 and starting over 

again. 
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‘Primary 
Colours 7 to open 
Cannes film festival 


PARIS (AFP) — Mike 
Nichols’ “Piunaiy 

Colours,” which stars 
Travolta as a philandering 
governor on the U.S. presi- 
dential trail, is to oipen this 
year’s Cannes fiirn festival 
The movie, which also stars 
Emma Thompson, has 
already been released to & 
decidedly lukewarm recep- 
tion in the United States, h 

opens the 51st edition of the 

festival on May 13- h ^ 

of the scandal-ridden pies’" 

dermal campaign of 
Stanton, the charismatic 
governor of a southern 0-S. 
state — Bill Clinton in a* 1 
but name. Thompson pkl* 
his wife Sirean, who help 5 
hold his campaign toge^ 

Roland Eminences 

'‘Godzilla” , will dose the 
festival on May 24. 
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